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City firefighter dies after fall from truck 

Firefighters mourn death of comrade; State fire marshal to investigate accident

By Phillip Yates 
phillip.yates@amarillo.com 

Honoring a Brother: An Amarillo Fire 
Department truck responds to a morning 
call as the American flag flies at half-staff 
at the department's Central Fire Station on 
Monday in honor of Christopher Brian 
Hunton. 

Henry Bargas / henry.bargas@amarillo.
com 

Amarillo firefighters striped their badges with black 
mourning ribbons, and flags at city fire stations flew 
at half-staff in tribute to a fallen comrade who died 
Monday after suffering critical injuries in the line of 
duty Saturday. 

With wreaths of flowers hanging underneath the 
low-flying American flag at the Amarillo Fire 
Department's Central Fire Station, firefighters 
remained in a state of shock and grief after learning 
the news that firefighter Christopher Brian Hunton, 
27, died Monday morning at Northwest Texas 
Hospital, said Amarillo Fire Chief Steve Ross. 

"They are just devastated," Ross said. "He 
(Hunton) has his own family, but he was also a part 
of our family." 

Hunton, who was an AFD firefighter since March 6, 
2003, died at Northwest Texas Hospital at 9:53 a.
m. after suffering serious injuries when he fell from 
a firetruck Saturday night, Ross said. 

Hunton had surgery soon after the accident and 
was placed in the intensive care unit at the hospital, 
but he succumbed to his injuries early Monday, 
Ross said. 

According to an Amarillo Police Department report 
of the accident, a defective door handle may have 
been a contributing factor in Hunton's fall from the 
firetruck. 

The department's fire marshal, Terry McKinney, 
said officials are waiting on the arrival of the Texas 
State Fire Marshal's Office, which will begin its own 
investigation into the accident. 

"I am just convinced that once the investigation is 
completed, we will have a very clear picture," 

 

 

 

 
·  Rock Truck Drivers needed. 

Local & out-of-town. Weekly 
pay. Apply at... 

·  E XPERIENCED WELDERS 
$13.22-$16.54 per hour + 
medical, dental, ... 

·  Hansford County Hospital 
District has the following 
openings: Respi... 

·  Wanted Experienced DRY 
CLEAN PRESSERS . Apply at 
Country Club Plaza... 

View all Top Jobs

 

http://www.amarillo.com/stories/042605/new_1794942.shtml (1 of 3)4/26/2005 6:12:34 PM

http://www.amarillo.com/circulation/
http://www.amarillo.com/
http://www.amarillo.com/ads/redirect/rec.html
http://www.amarillo.com/
http://www.amarillo.com/
http://www.amarillo.com/
http://www.amarillo.com/news/
http://www.amarillo.com/smart_search/
javascript:document.searchform.submit()
http://www.amarillo.com/
http://www.amarillo.com/news/
mailto:phillip.yates@amarillo.com

http://www.amarillo.com/images/042605/30159_512.jpg
mailto:henry.bargas@amarillo.com
mailto:henry.bargas@amarillo.com
http://ads.amarillo.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.amarillo.com/news/stories/index.html/712829979/x01/amarillo/saturnlocalnewsbutton/saturn_used_button.jpg/38323064326263613432366462383630
http://ads.amarillo.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.amarillo.com/news/stories/index.html/638945817/TopRight/amarillo/lafiestagrandetile/lafiesta_091504.gif/38323064326263613432366462383630
http://ads.amarillo.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.amarillo.com/news/stories/index.html/1207691253/Right/amarillo/areaagingright/aging_coalition.gif/38323064326263613432366462383630
http://classifieds.amarillonet.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?ad_id=21730921&tid=87894&header=top_jobs
http://classifieds.amarillonet.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?ad_id=21781532&tid=87894&header=top_jobs
http://classifieds.amarillonet.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?ad_id=21770561&tid=87894&header=top_jobs
http://classifieds.amarillonet.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?ad_id=21730916&tid=87894&header=top_jobs
http://www.amarillo.com/classifieds/topads/topjobs_all.html
http://ads.amarillo.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.amarillo.com/news/stories/index.html/2103455021/Right1/amarillo/plainsbellcreditunion/pbfcu.gif/38323064326263613432366462383630


amarillo.com | Local News: City firefighter dies after fall from truck 04/26/05

ARTICLE TOOLS
 E-mail This Article
 Printer-Friendly Format

TALK AMARILLO
"Does Downtown Amarillo have any 

residential development downtown? I don't 
recall any when I lived in the area. Other cities 
like Fort Worth and even Wichita Falls and 
Abilene have converted unused/underused 
downtown buildings to residential usages." - 
From WTGrad [Join this discussion] 

Christopher Brian Hunton: Firefighter 
suffered serious injuries when he fell from 
a firetruck Saturday night. He died Monday. 

 

McKinney said. "Right now, all we have are 
assumptions." 

McKinney said the department is also expecting an 
autopsy. 

Hunton is the first Amarillo firefighter to die in the 
line of duty since Kenneth Albert Caldwell, 29, died 
Aug. 16, 1982, while searching for residents inside 
a burning Amarillo apartment building. Two other 
Amarillo firefighters have died in the line of duty 
since 1936. 

The accident occurred about 10 p.m. when Ladder 
Truck No. 3 was responding to a fire in the 2600 
block of South Polk Street. The firetruck, a 1998 
Freightliner, left the Central Fire Station at Fourth 
Avenue and Van Buren Street and went north 
before turning right on Southwest Third Avenue. 

While the truck was turning, Hunton, who was in 
the left-rear passenger side of the truck, fell out 
after the passenger side door came open, 
according to an Amarillo Police Department 
accident report. 

The truck was traveling at a relatively slow speed at 
the time of the accident, according to police 
reports. 

The fire department has set up a fund in Hunton's 
name at Amarillo National Bank, and fire officials 
are in contact with Hunton's family to plan his 
funeral service, Ross said. 

Hunton, who was not married and had no children, 
will be buried in Lubbock, where his parents live, but a funeral date had not been set late Monday, 
said AFD Capt. Bob Johnson. 

Ross said members of the department will continue to wear the mourning badges and keep their 
flags at half-staff for the next 30 days to honor Hunton. 

"It is out of respect for a fallen brother," Ross said. 

Questions or comments on this story?

Enter Search Term and Location

Search Text Examples:
• hotels by the Amarillo Airport
• sushi near 79109
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·  '94 CHEVY K-5 Blazer Escalade 

grill, custom paint, 35Ó tires ... 
·  2000 Ford Excursion 5.4 V8 

4X4 Power Leather Privacy 
windows 6 CD sup... 

·  '03 SUZUKI Hayabusa LIKE 
NEW. Garage kept! Silver. Only 
128... 

·  '02 CHEVY Z71, 123K, two-
tone, sharp. $13,500. Call 678-
3571 
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Your comments will be sent to the newsroom. They will not 
be made public. Some notes: 

●     If the story is from the Associated Press or other national 
news service, we may not be able to answer your question. 
We can only provide further information about locally written 
stories. 

●     If you'd like a response, you must supply a valid e-mail 
address. 

●     This is not for sending the story to a friend. That link is 
above. 

●     This form is for questions about the story above. If you have 
technical or other questions, e-mail the Webmaster. 
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