
Campaign Calendar Guide

We recommend developing a centralized, shared calendar that captures all the dates relevant to your campaign. 
Make sure to consider the limits of your candidate’s time and staff time.
 
The calendar should include all important dates for your campaign (working backwards from your Election Day), 
including special events, holidays, GOTV, financial reporting (before and after Election Day), filing dates, early 
voting, fundraising call time, communication plan dates, mailers, canvassing dates, etc. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO INCLUDE: 
•	 Electoral Deadlines: registration, early voting, candidate filing, primary day, election day, etc.
•	 Campaign Finance Deadlines: filing dates, special reporting periods
•	 Community Events: fairs, festivals, parades, candidate meet & greets, key meetings
•	 Door Knocking/Voter Contact: Times/days when you plan to reach out to voters
•	 Fundraising: call time, events, mailings, email blasts
•	 Earned Media: press events, Letter to the Editor pushes, other earned media opportunities
•	 Paid Media: mail, digital ads, TV/radio, print and all preparation activities leading up to them, including 

deadlines
•	 Internal Campaign Prep: team meetings, staff trainings, volunteer recruiting, canvass prep

Here is a sample campaign calendar — from Labor Day to Election Day — to give you an idea of what your 
calendar should look like. This calendar is not all inclusive and should be tailored to your community and campaign 
deadlines. Additionally, click here to download a monthly calendar template to help you get started.
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https://www.iaff.org/wp-content/uploads/Calendar_Sample-1.xlsx


Questions or Need Assistance?
If you have any questions or need help with your campaign, please reach out to the IAFF Political Department 

and request assistance online or email politics@iaff.org. 
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