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Spanberger Turns Her Back on Virginia Fire Fighters
WASHINGTON, DC — Today, IAFF General President Edward A. Kelly released the following statement after Virginia Governor Abigail Spanberger vetoed HB 1263/SB 378 – legislation to affirm collective bargaining rights for fire fighters, emergency medical workers, and other public employees:
“As a candidate, Abigail Spanberger told Virginia’s public workers she would work with the General Assembly to ensure they had a voice on the job, and the right to collectively bargain. Our Virginia members and others stood with her throughout the campaign and helped put her in the Governor’s office, based on that commitment. With today’s veto, she has broken her promise.   
“This bill would strengthen Virginia’s communities by giving fire fighters a voice to ensure the safety of their communities, fair pay, and a dignified retirement. That’s why the General Assembly passed this legislation twice. Gov. Spanberger’s veto is a slap in the face to every worker who put their faith in her to deliver.  
“Fire fighters keep their word every single day on the job. It’s a shame the Governor can’t do the same.”
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