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August 25, 2026
IAFF Delegates Unanimously Censure 
Fire Chief Valerie Frausto
Delegates to the International Association of Fire Fighters’ (IAFF) 58th Convention voted unanimously to censure San Antonio Fire Chief Valerie Frausto in response to a pattern of poor treatment and disregard for the city’s professional fire fighters.
The San Antonio Professional Firefighters Association IAFF Local 624 said that Frausto has on numerous occasions improperly disciplined fire fighters, damaging careers and contributing to low morale across the San Antonio Fire Department.
“The unanimous censure of Fire Chief Frausto reflects her escalating administrative hostilities toward our members, despite repeated attempts by Local 624 to work harmoniously and collaboratively,” said Joe Jones, president of the San Antonio Professional Firefighters Association IAFF Local 624. “While we find the action unfortunate, we also recognize it as absolutely necessary given the repeated and consistent mistreatment of our members.”
The censure vote was taken on August 14, 2026, the final day of the 58th IAFF Convention in Arlington, Texas. Local 624 leaders attending the convention as delegates detailed grievances that included improperly targeting an employee over the use of an authorized prescription, unfairly discipling a paramedic for responding to a medical emergency involving his spouse, and denying required workplace accommodation for a post-pregnancy employee.
They said Frausto’s actions reflect a persistent disregard for the collective bargaining process, further damaging labor-management relations within the department.
“The IAFF and its more than 368,000 members stand squarely behind San Antonio’s fire fighters who feel under siege by their fire chief. They deserve respect for their dedicated service, not the contempt and disregard Chief Frausto has shown them,” said Michael Glynn, IAFF 11th District Vice President.
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