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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 17, 2026
Contact Ryan Heffernan
Atlanta Fire Fighters File Suit Over City’s
 Refusal to Honor Approved Contract
Atlanta Professional Firefighters, IAFF Local 134, today filed suit against the City of Atlanta to enforce the legally binding collective bargaining agreement negotiated with the Mayor’s Office and ratified by the Atlanta City Council last year.
The agreement establishes how Atlanta’s fire fighters are scheduled and promoted, and sets a clear process for resolving disputes. It was ratified by union members in February 2025 and adopted by the Atlanta City Council on April 21, 2025. The mayor approved the resolution containing the agreement on April 24, 2025. 
Following that approval, the City treated the agreement as binding – distributing copies to fire department employees, holding required labor-management meetings, and applying provisions of the contract to department operations. 
Months later, the City abruptly claimed the agreement was not in effect and refused to participate in the contract’s grievance and arbitration process.
“Local 134 filed this lawsuit to enforce the collective bargaining agreement and protect the rights of Atlanta’s fire fighters,” said Local 134 President Nate Bailey. “The City negotiated the agreement, and it has a legal obligation to follow it.”
The lawsuit alleges the City has breached the collective bargaining agreement, including by refusing to implement its terms and declining to participate in the agreement’s grievance and arbitration process, in violation of the Georgia Firefighter’s Mediation Act.
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