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Fire Fighters Take Aim at Occupational Cancer

January is Fire Fighter Cancer Awareness Month, when leading fire service organizations come together to provide education, prevention strategies, and support for fire fighters facing cancer.

YOUR CITY -- Occupational cancer is claiming the lives of more fire fighters than any other cause, including fires and other on-scene incidents. The LOCAL NAME, an affiliate of the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF), is committed to reversing this trend.

From 2020 to 2024, occupational cancers accounted for 307 of the 330 line-of-duty deaths (93%) among Canadian IAFF members.

January was declared Fire Fighter Cancer Awareness Month in Canada in 2023, when MP Sherry Romanado’s Bill C-224 was enacted. This led to the federal government’s National Framework on Cancers Linked to Firefighting, a comprehensive strategy that introduces a series of measures designed to reduce cancer’s toll on the firefighting profession.

During Fire Fighter Cancer Awareness Month this January (iaff.org/cancer-awareness-month), the IAFF will deliver targeted education, best practices, and resources to reduce the risk for fire fighters at every stage of their careers.

This year’s Fire Fighter Cancer Awareness Month focuses on understanding occupational exposures, the importance of screening and early detection, wellness and lifestyle practices that support prevention, and navigating the challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

“Fire fighters know our job comes with risk. But we should never accept cancer as an inevitable consequence of our profession,” says IAFF General President Edward Kelly. “The IAFF and FCSN stand together in our commitment to give fire fighters the tools to protect themselves and win this fight.”

[LOCAL AFFILIATE QUOTES HERE. SAMPLES PROVIDED:]
“Our members are being diagnosed with cancer due to on-the-job exposures. We have had the solemn duty of adding far too many of their names to the walls of our IAFF Fallen Fire Fighter Memorial,” says LOCAL PRESIDENT. “We welcome recent advances that will reduce cancer’s impact on fire fighters, but there’s a lot more work to do to make our profession as safe as possible. We are committed to keep working toward that goal.”
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