Page 2 of 2
IAFF Press Release

[image: image1.png]INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS

1750 NEW YORK AVE NW WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 - WWW.IAFF. ORG





For Immediate Release







Contact: Tim Burn
September 23, 2011







202 824-1566










202 230-7167 (cell)
Burn Survivors from across North America will attend IAFF’s International Burn Camp in D.C.
Washington, DC – More than 40 burn survivors from across North America next week will attend the 16th International Burn Camp in the Nation’s Capital, an annual event organized by the International Association of Fire Fighters’ Charitable Foundation that helps teenagers cope with their life-changing injuries.
“Burns can leave scars that never heal and emotional wounds that no medical care can repair. The Burn Camp helps teenage burn survivors cope with their trauma by allowing them to spend time in a supportive atmosphere rooted in their shared experience,” said Harold Schaitberger, IAFF General President and Chairman of the Foundation.
Each year, the Foundation selects young burn survivors, ages 13-15, and a professional fire fighter or camp counselor from regional burn camps across the United States and Canada to attend the week-long camp in Washington, D.C.
“Fire fighters bear witness every day to the trauma caused by burns, and they know that healing takes time. That’s why the Foundation is committed to providing this therapeutic experience for burn survivors each year,” Schaitberger said.
Reporters are invited to meet the campers on Wednesday, September 28, from 3-6 p.m., when they gather for an afternoon of recreation with fire fighters at Camp Wabanna, in Edgewater, Maryland, 30 miles east of Washington, D.C. Directions to Camp Wabanna are here: http://www.campwabanna.org/findus.htm.
Reporters are also invited to attend the Burn Camp’s opening ceremonies, scheduled for Sunday, September 25, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Arlington [VA] Fire Department, Station 5, 1750 S. Hayes St.
Reporters, family members and friends can follow activities of campers during the International Burn Camp on the IAFF Blog, which also includes a complete list of teenagers attending this year’s Burn Camp and an itinerary: http://blog.iaff.org/post/2011/09/21/2011-IAFF-International-Burn-Foundation.aspx
The mission of the Burn Camp is “Helping Heal Bodies, Hearts and Souls.” The Burn Camp is a project of the Foundation, which supports IAFF members and their families in their time of need.
NOTE TO REPORTERS: Reporters attending either the Carnival Day at Camp Wabanna or the Opening Ceremonies must RSVP to IAFF Press Secretary Tim Burn.
Did you know?
· More than 500,000 people suffer burn injuries each year in North America;
· 160,000 Americans receive treatment for scald injuries each year;
· 75 percent of burns to children 4 years old and younger are scalds;
· 4,000 people die from fire and burn injuries each year in the U.S.;
· The Foundation has awarded $2.7 million to burn research since 1982;
· There are 50 regional Burn Camps in North America;
· An estimated 2,500 children attend Burn Camps each year;
· Over the past 16 years, approximately 600 children have been invited by the IAFF for a special one-week International Burn Camp in Washington, D.C.
The IAFF Charitable Foundation, established by the IAFF, is dedicated to fire prevention and burn awareness education, advocacy, burn research and improving the quality of life for burn survivors. Created in 1982, the Burn Fund is one of the largest sources for burn research grants and the sponsor of the Foundation’s International Burn Camp, held each fall in Washington, DC. More information is available at burn.iaff.org. 
The International Association of Fire Fighters, headquartered in Washington, D.C., is the leading advocate in North America for the safety and training of fire fighters and paramedics and represents more than 300,000 full-time professional fire fighters and paramedics who protect communities in every state and throughout Canada. More information is available at www.iaff.org
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