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Ryan Wii t e Conpr ehensi ve Al DS Resour ces Erer gency ( CARE) Act
of 1990, Qubtitl e B- Ewergency Response Enpl oyee Notification

Summary

The Ryan Wii te CARE Act, Qubtitle Bcontains provisions for the notification of energency
response personnel exposed to i nfectious di seases whil e attending, treating, assisting, or
transportingavictim The l awprovi des for energency response enpl oyee noti fi cationfol | ow ng
a docunent ed exposure to bl ood or body fluids, verifiedbythereceivinghospital. It al soprovides
for autonatic notificationof the energency response enpl oyeeif thetransported patient i s found
tohaveinfectioustuberculosis. Thisnotificationbythenedical facility nust be nadetothe
desi gnated of ficer inwitingas soonas possi bl e, but wthinaperiodnot exceedi ng 48 hours aft er
therecei pt of therequest by the desi gnat ed offi cer. The desi gnated officer wil theninformthe
enpl oyee or enpl oyees i nvol ved of t he det erninati on.

The gui del i nes i ncl ude the i nfecti ous di seases covered and thei r node of transmssi on. These
di seases areonl y thosevhi charelife-threatening by carryi ngasubstantia risk of deathif acquired
by a heal t hy, suscepti bl e host, and t he di sease can be transnitted frompersonto person. The
di seases covered by the exposure natificationguidelinesaslistedinPart Il are

I nf ecti ous pul nonary t uber cul osi s Henor r hagi ¢ fevers

. Hepatitis B . Meni ngococcal di sease
. HV, including A D5 . A ague
. D pht heri a . Rabi es

The gui del i nes detai | the manner i nwhi ch nedical facilities nust deternine whet her ener gency
per sonnel were exposed to ani nfectious di sease. |f an energency response enpl oyee bel i eves he
or she was exposed t o bl ood or bl ood product s of a patient duringthe perfornance of nornal job
duties, the designated of fi cer nust investigatetheincident. |f thedesignated officer deternines
through i nvesti gati on an exposur e was sust ai ned t hen a si gned wi tten request can be subnitted
tothereceivinghospita for notificationof thepatient’sinfectiousstatus. This nust be perforned
wi t hi n 48 hour s.

The desi gnat ed of fi cer nust providea | calectedinfornati onregard ngthe exposuretothe nedica
facility. Itisutinateytherece vingned cal facility sresponsibilitytoverifyandestadishthe
possi bi l ity of an exposuretothe energency response enpl oyee. |f the nedical facility has found
i nsufficient evi dence exi ststo deternine an exposure, they nust notify the designated officer in
witingwthin48 hours. The designated of fi cer nay further pursuethe deterninati on of an
exposure through arequest of the public healthofficer inthecormunity. |f warranted, the public
heal th of fi cer nay resubnit the request tothe nedical facility.

This act does not authorizeor requireanedical facilitytotest any suchvicti mfor any i nfectious
di sease, nor canthis act be construed to aut hori ze any engrgency response enpl oyee tofail to
respond, or to deny services, toany victi mof an energency.

Satesthat already have notificationlaws that are at | east as conprehensi ve as t he f ederal
notificationlawnust apply for avai ver fromthe federal governnent. |f the state does not apply
for avaiver, thefederal natificationlawwill beusedinp aceof thestatenctificationlaw
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Subtitle Bof the Ryan Wi te CARE Act applies to all energency response enpl oyees (firefighters,
par anedi cs, and BEM's) throughout the Lhited Sates. The geographi c | ocation of an exposed BRE
(suchaswthinan CBAstateplanstate) does not affect theapplicability of thislaw

Actionltens

» Each enpl oyer of energency response enpl oyees i n the state nust have sel ect ed one
desi gnat ed of fi cer responsi bl e for coordi nating requests for and responses of notification,
i nvestigating exposureinci dentstoobtai nsufficient infornati on, andwhois boundtorul es
of confidentialityregardingtheinfectious status of the energency responder andthe victim
I nother words, each departnent, as enpl oyer, nust have a desi gnated of fi cer. The |l ocal
shouldtake anactiverol einreconmendingtothe fire depart nent asuitabl eindividua for
thisposition

 Thereceivingnedical facilities nust have i n pl ace procedures for respondingtowitten
request s fromdesi gnat ed of fi cers regardi ng the deterninati on of exposure tothe di seases
covered under this Act.

 Thereceiving nedical facilities nust havein pl ace procedures for autonatical |y notifyi ng
t he desi gnat ed of fi cer of any engrgency responder s who have transported a vi cti mf ound
to have i nfectious pul nonary tubercul osis. This notification nust be provi ded w t hi n 48
hours of deternini ngthe victi ms tubercul osi s status.

* Your departnent nust have i n pl ace procedur es by whi ch you, as an ener gency response
enpl oyee, can nake requests to t he desi gnat ed of fi cer regardi ng a suspect ed exposur e
incident. Inaddition, procedures nust bein pl ace by whi ch the desi gnat ed of fi cer can
properly handl e a | such request s regardi ng exposure.

e Your | ocal public heal thagency nust al so have in pl ace procedures for handl i ng request s
for exposure i nci dent eval uati on fromdesi gnat ed of fi cers.

 Your statepublichea thofficer shou dhavereceivedthelist of potentialylife-threatening
di seases and t he exposure gui del i nes for such di seases fromt he Secretary of Heal th and
Human Servi ces.

e Yourlocal isentitledtothelist of potentiallylife-threatening di seases and exposure
gui del i nes.

 Your state or nunicipality nust be anare of the procedures adopt ed by the Secretary of
Heal th and Hiunan Services for handl ing al | egations of vid ations of the exposure notification
or OCess.



