




o

o

o

o

o

I

t

I

o

c

o

The Engine Company 234 Back-Up Firefighter followed the hoseline through the heavy

smoke condition into the fire apartment. He physically bumped into the Squad Company I

Chauffeur just after the "member down" message was transmitted. The Engine Company 234

Back-Up Firefighter began to assist with the removal of Lieutenant John Martinson from the

apartment. At 1943:31he transmitted,"MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY, Engine 234 Back-Up

to Command, MAYDAY. We got a member down." (NoNn oF THE MEMBERS INTERVIEwED

REPORTED BEING AWARE OF THE ACTIVATION OF LIEUTENANT JOHN MARTINSON'S PASS ALARM.

HOWEVER, TTIE BATTALION HANDIE-TALKIE RECORDINGS REVEALED A PASS ALARM SOUNDING IN

THE BACKGROUND DURING THIS MAYDAY TRANSMISSION.)

The Engine Company 234 Back-Up Firefighter moved to the other side of Lieutenant

John Martinson and grabbed his legs. He noticed that Lieutenant John Martinson did not have a

helmet, SCBA facepiece or gloves on. The Squad Company 1 Chauffeur and the Engine

Company 234 Back-Up Firefighter moved Lieutenant John Martinson to a seated position,

pivoted him so that his back was toward the apartment doorway and lowered his upper body out

of the door into the public hallway.

The Ladder Company 132 Officer was in the public hallway at the apartment door when

he heard the Engine Company 234 Back-Up Firefighter give the MAYDAY transmission. The

Ladder Company I32 Offrcer assisted in removing Lieutenant John Martinson from the fire

apartment into the public hallway. There continued to be a high heat condition at the fire

apartment door. As Lieutenant John Martinson was being removed, the Engine Company 234

Back-Up Firefighter took control of the nozzle and protected the members removing Lieutenant

John Martinson by operating the hoseline in the fire apartment. The Ladder Company 123 Carr

and the Squad Company I Forcible Entry Firefighters quickly moved to this location and assisted

with the removal of Lieutenant John Martinson.

Battalion 4l activated the FAST Unit, Ladder Company T23. The members of Ladder

Company I23 had already moved to the 14th floor and were assisting the distressed members.

Ladder Company 111 members left the 15th floor and proceeded to the 14th floor when they

heard the MAYDAY transmission.

At1944 hours the Ladder Company 113 Officer contacted the Ladder Company 113 Can

Firefighter and asked if he gave a MAYDAY. The Ladder Company 113 Can Firefighter

responded that he did not give a MAYDAY. At 1944239 the Safety Officer, Battalion 37

transmitted to Command, "We're missing the Offtcer of 249..." (rHrs ts rHE FIRST
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TRANSMISSION INDICATING THAT LIEUTENANTJOHN MARTINSON WAS UNACCOUNTED TON.) A fCW

seconds later Battalion 37 transmitted via handie-talkie that the Engine Company 249 Control

Firefighter was also missing.

At approximately 1945 hours the Ladder Company I32 Officer, the Squad Company 1

Chauffeur, the Squad Company I Forcible Entry Firefighter and the Ladder Company 123 Can

Firefighter continued to work on the removal of Lieutenant John Martinson. Lieutenant John

Martinson's SCBA and bunker coat were loose which interfered with his removal. They

removed his SCBA and left it in the public hallway near the fire apartment. In the attempt to

carry Lieutenant John Martinson his bunker coat was unintentionally pulled off.

The Ladder Company 111 Officer and Forcible Entry Firefighter advanced down the

public hallway and encountered the members working on the removal of Lieutenant John

Martinson. The Ladder Company I23 Can Firefighter grabbed Lieutenant John Martinson's feet.

The Squad Company 1 Chauffeur and the Squad Company 1 Forcible Entry Firefighter had

Lieutenant John Martinson by the arms. They carried him face-down toward the stairway door

labeled B on the 14th floor. Several other members assisted in the removal by clearing the public

hallway.

The Engine Company 234Back-Up Firefighter operated the hoseline during the removal

of Lieutenant John Martinson. He was unable to advance the hoseline toward the bedroom fire

area so he backed the hoseline out into the public hallway and closed the apartment door.

Lieutenant John Martinson was carried through the stairway door labeled B on the 14th

floor. The Squad Company 1 Officer made a rapid evaluation of Lieutenant John Martinson's

condition and determined that he was unconscious and not breathing. At l945t4l Battalion 37

transmitted, "MAYDAY is out on the B staircase on the 14h Jloor." Battalion 37 was unable to

identify the unconscious member.

At 1946:45 the Squad Company 1 Officer transmitted, "Squad 1 to the 15. Unconscious

Firefighter coming down the stairs now, we need ALS on the l3th floor now." Division 15

replied, "Command 10-4, ALS is on the way up..." Lieutenant John Martinson was moved to

the 13fr floor where Engine Company 219, the CFR-D Unit, was staged. The Engine Company

219 Control and Nozzle Firefighters immediately provided oxygen and started performing

patient assessment as Paramedics from EMS Unit 3853 arrived on the 13fr floor. EMS

Paramedics performed their initial assessment on Lieutenant John Martinson and determined that

he was not breathing and had no pulse. The defibrillator could not be employed due to water
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o
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conditions in the public hallway. Lieutenant John Martinson was placed in the stokes basket and

chest compressions were initiated.

At 1948252 the Rescue Battalion transmitted, "One member is being worked on, in full

cardiac arrest on 73th floor. EMS is with him now." (Tun neNrITY oF THE uNCoNSCIous

MEMBER WAS NOT KNOWN TO MANY OF THE OPERATING MEMBERS.)

Lieutenant John Martinson, in the stokes basket, was moved to an elevator. Due to the

small dimensions of the elevator, the stokes basket had to be placed on an angle with one end of

it resting on the elevator wall. Chest compressions were continued in the elevator en-route to the

lobby. On arrival at the concourse level at approximately 1952 hours, additional EMS members

and Firefighters assisted with the care of Lieutenant John Martinson. Lieutenant John Martinson

was moved to an FDNY ambulance staged on Bedford Avenue. Lieutenant John Martinson was

transported to Kings County Hospital where he was pronounced dead at 2021 hours. The cause

of death was smoke inhalation and thermal burns.

While Lieutenant John Martinson was being taken out of the 14fr floor public hallway,

Engine Company 234 members maintained the fire apartment door in the closed position. After

Lieutenant John Martinson was removed they opened the door and advanced into the fire

apartment. The Engine Company 234Nozzle Firefighter was now in control of the hoseline. The

Ladder Company 111 Inside Team, Rescue Company 2 Chauffeur, Roof, and Can Firefighters

were in the public hallway behind Engine Company 234. The members from Ladder Company

1 11 and Rescue Company 2 entered the apartment behind Engine Company 234 and proceeded

to search the kitchen and living room.

Ladder Company 105 continued to search the floor above and assisted Engine Company

248 and Squad Company 1 Roof in apartment 15M.

At 1947 hours the Engine Company 234 Nozzle Firefighter advanced the hoseline

toward the bedroom and directed the stream at the main body of fire. The Squad Company 1

Roof Firefighter transmitted a handie-talkie message to Command from the apartment above the

fre, "...they're getting water on the fire now..." Ladder Company 1 1l and Rescue Company 2

members continued their primary search of the fire apartment. Lieutenant John Martinson's

helmet was found behind the fire apartment door by the Rescue Company 2 Can Firefighter.

Division 15 requested an additional FAST Unit to replace Ladder Company 123. At

1948 hours Ladder Company I22 was designated the additional FAST Unit.
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The use of the three stairways continued to add to the confusion. During the next several

minutes there were many handie-talkie transmissions attempting to account for members. At

1949 hours and at 1951 hours Battalion 41 transmitted MAYDAY messages in an artempr to O

identify the missing member from Engine Company 249 (Lieutenant John Martinson).

Lieutenant John Martinson had already been removed. At l952z21- Battalion 38 transmitted via

handie-talkie that all members from Engine Company 249 were accounted for. He also stated O
that the Engine Company 249 Officer was under the care of EMS.

At approximately 1954 hours Car 13A arrived on the scene and assumed command. At

1956 hours the Engine Company 234 Officer reported that the main body of fire in the fire

apartment had been extinguished. At lg57 hours Battalion 41 reported that the primary search O

in the fire apartment was negative.
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V. FINDINGS

The Investigation Team was unable to account for Lieutenant John Martinson's actions

from the time he entered the public hallway on the 14ft floor at approximately 1922 hours

until he lost consciousness immediately after his last transmission at 1938 hours. When

Lieutenant John Martinson was found unconscious in the fire apartment at 1943 hours

his:

o Facepiece was not on his face

o Helmet was not on his head

o Protective hood was in a down position around his neck

o Gloves were not on his hands

. SCBA cylinder was depleted

The Investigation Team believes that Lieutenant John Martinson entered the fire

apartment to search prior to the flue like condition developing. He remained in the

apartment either trapped by these conditions or unaware of them. The kitchen, dining

area, and living room were not in the flue path and therefore not subject to the wind

intensified conditions. Lieutenant John Martinson remained in the apartment until his air

supply was depleted. Then he removed his facepiece, made a handie-talkie transmission

and inhaled highly heated gases. These highly heated gases closed down his airway

which prevented him from breathing causing him to immediately lose consciousness.

SCBA # 249-I worn by Lieutenant John Martinson was impounded by Safety Command

at the scene. This SCBA was a Scott 4.5 positive pressure breathing apparatus with a

CBRN EZ flow II regulator and a 45-minute cylinder. The facepiece belonged to another

Officer assigned to Engine Company 249. MSU records indicate that both members were

fitted for the same size facepiece.

This SCBA was tested on January 10, 2008 at MSU. The cylinder was empty at the time

of testing. The high pressure coupling was found loose. The manual shut off switch was

in the off position. The HEADS-UP DISPLAY (HUD) wire was broken at the coupling.

The facepiece was found with the nose cup right inhalation valve missing. The SCBA

and facepiece passed Scott Posicheck 3 testing at MSU. The HUD was not able to be

2.
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tested due to the broken wire and therefore, considered "Failed" during the preliminary

visual inspection.

It is not known when the high pressure coupling became loose or when the HUD wire

broke. The Investigation Team believes that the high pressure coupling was not loose

when it was used by Lieutenant John Martinson. This conclusion is based on the fact that

the SCBA lasted for approximately 17 minutes which would be unlikely if the high

pressure coupling was loose during use. The 17 minute duration is estimated from the

time Lieutenant John Martinson donned the SCBA facepiece to his handie-talkie

transmission stating he was out of air. The SCBA, facepiece and cylinder were sent to

Intertek Testing Services for independent analysis. This independent testing corroborated

the results obtained at MSU.

On January 3, 2008 at 1800 hours this mask was inspected as per roll call procedure. No

defects were noted. This inspection and the results are reflected in the 1800 hours

Company Journal entry made by Lieutenant John Martinson. The Investigation Team

concluded that Lieutenant John Martinson's SCBA. PASS. and End of Service Time

Indicators were all working properly while used at this fire.

The Investigation Team examined the possibility that this may have been a wind driven

fire. The fire apartment door remained partially open when the occupants fled. Windows

in the bedroom of the fire apartment faced west and failed due to the heat prior to or

shortly after Fire Department arrival. A northwest wind caused the products of

combustion to be driven through the fire apartment and into the public hallway. The

stairway doors were self closing which initially kept most of the smoke and heat in the

public hallway. The attack stairway bulkhead door was opened by civilians who fled to

the roof. The only element preventing a flue like situation at this point in the fire was the

closed attack stairway door on the 14fr floor. The advance of the first hoseline into the

public hallway completed the path from the bedroom of the fire apartment to the public

hallway into the attack stairs and to the attack stair bulkhead. This allowed the wind

gusts to intensify conditions at the apartment entrance and in the public hallway.

Members reported that conditions in the hallway varied from moderate heat to blistering

heat. Although the conditions in the hallway were severe at times, many effects that

would be expected at a wind driven fire were not found at this fire:
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Note:

Numerous members were able to operate in the public hallway for the duration of

the fire

Plastic light fixtures and plastic covered wire raceways at the ceiling level were

intact in most of the public hallway

There was a lack of spalling in the public hallway

At times fire auto exposed the windows on the floor above cracking the outer

pane

The wind was not constant; at times it gusted and swirled throughout the H-shaped

conflguration of the building. The fire at times was issuing out the windows with force.

At other times it was blowing into the windows. These facts led the Investigation Team

to conclude that this fire was impacted by the wind but not wind driven.

The Department along with Brooklyn Polytechnic University and the National Institute of

Standards and Technology (NIST) is currently researching wind driven fires. The

Department is currently conducting an ongoing pilot program, "'Wind Driven Fires" using

Positive Pressure Fans. Fire Window Blankets and Hish-Rise Nozzles.

Members did not recall hearing a PASS Alarm signal when Lieutenant John Martinson

was found. A review of the handie-talkie recordings indicates that a PASS Alarm was

sounding in the background when the MAYDAY transmission was being made. PASS

Alarm signals are cornmon occurrences on the fireground and are sometimes purposely or

subconsciously ignored by members.

The working and exit time of the SCBA depends on many factors. Cylinders rated to

provide 30,45 or 60 minutes do not provide this amount of time. The 45 minute rated

cylinders used at this fire lasted approximately 15 to 20 minutes

The first available elevator was used by Engine Company members only. The elevator

was small and only able to accommodate a maximum of five members. This prevented

the l't Engine Company and Ladder Company from complying with Firefighting

Procedures Multiple Dwelling Fires section 6.1.3F, which states that the elevator should

be shared by both the Engine and Ladder Company members.

4.

5 .

6.

o
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A Firemen Service elevator was brought to the fire floor and floor above during fire

operations. An elevator that serviced the fire floor was used during fire operations to

transport a civilian from the floor above the fire. These actions placed members and the

civilian in jeopardy.

The l't and 2nd Ladder Companies operated elevators in Firemen Service for the duration

of the fire. A Firemen Service elevator was ordered to the 13m floor to assist members

evacuating. This expedited the removal of Lieutenant John Martinson.

Some members operated contrary to Department polices and procedures:

o Members entered an IDLH area to conduct a search without being teamed up with

another member (All Unit Circular 329)

r Members entered the smoke filled public hallway without a charged hoseline

(Firefi ghting Procedures Multiple Dwelling Fires 6.2. 1.A.2)

o Some members exiting the IDLH were not accompanied to a safe area by another

SCBA equipped member (Training Bulletin SCBA 2.1.7, 3.6.2, All Unit Circular

220)

o At least two members continued to operate in an IDLH atmosphere after their

SCBA End of Service Indicators (HUD and vibralert) were activated. They

continued to operate until their cylinders were depleted

o Two members removed their SCBA facepieces when their cylinders where

depleted instead of removing the regulator from the facepiece. The facepiece

with the regulator removed still provides physical protection to the member's face

and allows for rapid application of the FAST Pak regulator

o A member shared his SCBA facepiece with a civilian during removal from the

floor above the fire. Facepiece sharing hampers the search for an exit, increases

the exposure to airborne contaminants such as carbon monoxide, and depletes the

limited air supply in less time, thus posing risk to both victim and rescuer

The CFR-D Engine Company did not maintain unit integrity. Two members were

ordered by their Officer to assist another unit stretching a hoseline.
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The 2nd due Engine Company initially assisted the l't due Engine Company but did not

team up with them for the duration of the fire. Some members of the 2"d Engine

Company stretched a second hoseline. According to Firefighting Procedures Multiple

Dwelling Fires, the 3'd to arrive Engine is responsible for stretching the second hoseline.

There were delays and confusion accounting for members operating on the fire floor.

. Officers must account for their members at all times. However. it was

addressed in Department publications that Firefighters should also account

their Officer

o Roll call procedures were not conducted in a timely fashion. Chief Officers were

unable to determine which members were reported being out of air

o The presence of the three stairways in conjunction with the heavy smoke

conditions added to the difficulty in accountability. Members operating in one

stairway were not aware of members entering and exiting the other stairways

o Members were not aware Lieutenant John Martinson was out of air; their focus

was drawn to another member known to be out of air and in need of assistance

o There was difficulty in identifying Lieutenant John Martinson after he was

removed from the fire floor because he did not have on his helmet. bunker coat.

SCBA or Officer's shirt

A member on the floor above the fire prepared for a life saving rope rescue. The life

saving rope was tied off to a substantial object and in position for deployment if

necessary. This member also gave clear and accurate reports from the apartment above

the fire.

After Lieutenant John Martinson was found, the Engine Company 234 Back-Up

Firefighter transmitted a clear and concise MAYDAY for a member down. He located

the nozzle and operated the hoseline to protect the members removing Lieutenant John

Martinson. After Lieutenant John Martinson was removed from the fire apartment the

Engine Company 234 Back-Up Firefighter backed the hoseline out of the apartment and

closed the door. This improved the conditions in the hallway and allowed the other

members of Engine Company 234 to regroup and make an effective attack on the fire.

not

for

o
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Engine Company 234 remained focused on their extinguishment duties which expedited

the removal of Lieutenant John Martinson.

15. After being discovered in apartment 14M Lieutenant John Martinson was quickly

removed from the IDLH. It took approximately four minutes to remove him from the fire

apartment to the floor below. According to a December 2OO3 Fire Engineering article,

"Rapid Intervention Isn't Rapid," by Steve Kreis, the average removal time of a downed

Firefighter is approximately 22 minutes.

Even with the rapid removal, the Medical Examiner stated that if Lieutenant John

Martinson had been intubated within one to two minutes after losing consciousness, he

still would have had significant complications and his survival would have been doubtful.

Nine minutes transpired from the time Lieutenant John Martinson lost consciousness

until he was removed to the 13th floor. The Medical Examiner indicated this time frame

allowed no chance for survival.

16. During the fire operations at this incident, at least seven members reported that their

helmets were dislodged while operating. None of these members were wearing the

helmet chinstrap and their helmets were completely dislodged.

I7. Ventilation procedures at high-rise fireproof multiple dwelling fires need to be further

studied and evaluated. Fire Window Blankets may have had a positive effect on the

outcome of this fire. Fire Window Blankets were brought into the building but were not

in position to be deployed. At the time of the fire, Department procedures did not require

Fire Window Blankets to be brought above the fire at high-rise fires.

Note: The Department is currently conducting an ongoing pilot program, "Wind Driven

Fires" using Positive Pressure Fans, Fire Window Blankets and High-Rise Nozzles.

18. The bulkhead door of the attack stairway was left open by civilians exiting to the roof.

This information was not relayed to the Incident Commander by members arriving at the

roof.

9. Hoselines were stretched via the evacuation stairway. Once the attack stairway is 
O

designated, all hoselines should be stretched and operated from this stairway.
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The in-line pressure gauge was placed on the standpipe outlet. It was not used to set

hoseline pressure or monitored during operations to ensure that proper pressure was

maintained.

Handie-talkie communications at the scene did not give a clear and concise picture of fire

conditions or the actions taken by units.

o Lieutenant John Martinson failed to maintain frequent handie{alkie

communication with Command and other members operating. He did not make

an emergency notification until his air supply was depleted. Many Firefighters,

who are trapped, lost or out of air do not call for help in a timely manner. They

tend to try to resolve problems themselves until it is too late to be rescued without

serious consequences

o Conditions that existed in the hallways, stairways, floor above and fire floor were

not communicated to Command. Knowledge of these conditions would have

given the Incident Commander better situational awareness and may have

prompted him to reevaluate his strategy and tactics

o The status of searches on the fire floor and floors above were not communicated

to Command until later in the operation

o The designation of the attack stairway was not transmitted on the handie-talkie to

units on the scene

o Notification of the self evacuation of civilians to the roof and the additional

venting of the bulkhead doors by members were not communicated to Command

o First names were used by some members in handie-talkie transmissions instead of

unit designation with assigned positions. Situational awareness will not be

conveyed to other members when communications are conducted in this manner

o A civilian was found and removed from the floor above without notifying

Command

Many members operating at this fire were not equipped with an Emergency Alert Button

on the remote handie-talkie microphone.

22.
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Note: All MX 3500 handie-talkies have been equipped with an Emergency Alert Button

on the remote microphone as of July 2008.

o Members transmitting MAYDAY or URGENT messages did not activate the O

Emergency Alert Button

o Chief Officers attempting to gain control of the handie-talkie network did not use

the Emergency Alert Button O

23. Progress reports were not transmitted to the Brooklyn Dispatcher in accordance with the

Communications Manual.

24. The incident duration times were not transmitted by the Brooklyn Dispatcher until late in '

the operation.

25. During critical stages of the fire the Primary Tactical Channel became overwhelmed by

numerous transmissions. O

o The Command Channel was not established until after the removal of Lieutenant

John Maninson

o The Post Radio was not utilized until later in the operation a
Note: Neither the Post Radio nor the Command Channel are required at operations in

high-rise fireproof multiple dwellings.

26. Ladder Companies assigned on the 2"d alarm after a 10-17 signal are not automatically O
selected and dispatched by the CADS. The Dispatcher must manually select these units.

This resulted in a delay of more than three minutes from the transmission of the 2"d alarm

to the assignment of the Ladder Companies. Although this had no impact on the outcome

of this incident this delav could be critical at future incidents. O

27. The Brooklyn Dispatcher notified Battalion 38 of phone calls from approximately 2O

apartments throughout the building. Although no problems were reported at this incident,

the potential for error is great when attempting to manually transcribe this amount of O

information.

28. The Battalion Handie-Talkie Recorder is a valuable investigative and educational tool.

Present technology only allows for a maximum of six handie{alkie identifiers to be O

recorded for each recorded segment. Specific transmissions are not definitively identified.

o

I
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29. The early arrival of a Department photographer greatly assisted in the documentation of

unit operations and the subsequent investigation of this fire. The photographs provided

time stamped pictures of interior and exterior operations during the fire.

The Daily Chief Officer Schedule at the start of the 6x9 tour was incorrect. This led the

1" arriving Battalion Chief to be unaware that an Acting Battalion Chief (ABC) was the

All-Hands Chief.

Stairways B and C were scissor type stairs. These stairways were mislabeled; the

stairway door labeling should have alternated from floor to floor. The stairways should

be designated, not stairway doors. In this building, the stairway doors were labeled

vertically with the same letter above one another and did not reflect the proper stairway

designation.

30.

31 .
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VI. CAUSES

DIRECT CAUSES

1. Smoke inhalation and thermal burns.

INDIRECT CAUSES

BASIC CAUSES

a 1. Winds of 1l to 15 miles per hour with gusts up to 20 miles per hour.

Child playing with fire on kitchen stove.

Failure of occupant to fully close the apartment door when exiting the apartment.

Failure to team up with another member when entering an IDLH.

Failure to leave the IDLH when the End of Service Time Indicators, HEADS-UP

DISPLAY (HUD) and vibralert activated.

o
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VII. RECOMMENDATIONS

SncuoN A

1. Proper SCBA usage must be strictly enforced. All Chief and Company Officers shall

take any and all measures to ensure that the Department's SCBA policy (AUC 220) is

followed.

. Leave the IDLH when the End of Service Time Indicators, (HUD and vibralert)

activate

e Team up with other members when entering, operating in and leaving an IDLH

o Prohibit facepiece sharing

o Keeping the facepiece in place and removing the regulator when the SCBA air

supply has been exhausted and the member is unable to exit the IDLH

All members shall maintain an awareness of other team members during operations. It is

inherent of the Company Officer's responsibility to be aware of the location and status of

their members during fire operations. Members must also maintain awareness of the

location and status of their Officer.

Re-emphasize the importance of the proper use of the firefighting helmet chin strap.

Failure to utilize the chin strap can result in serious consequences which affects

operations as well as members' personal safety. When a helmet is lost or dislodged, the

member is at risk of serious injury and is no longer effective in conducting assigned

tasks. No member should enter or operate in an IDLH without a helmet.

4. Re-emphasize the need for Engine Companies to team up for the duration

operation. This is needed for rapid placement of the hoseline, advancement

hoseline, and to ensure that members are readily available for relief.

5. The Fire Department should continue to evaluate the implementation of positive pressure

O ventilation and the use of wind control devices as initial operational tactics for fires in

high-rise fireproof multiple dwellings.
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Firefighting Procedures Multiple Dwelling Fires, section 6, "Class A Fireproof Multiple

Dwelling Fires" should be revised and issued as a separate volume. A workgroup should

be formed to revise the document. The revision of this document should emphasize and

expand on the following:

o Controlling the fire apartment door

o Control of ventilation by the Incident Commander

o Strategies and tactics ofventilation procedures

o Elevator operations

o Standpipe operations

A fire safety education campaign should be implemented to inform the public of the

importance of closing the fire room door, as well as apartment doors, in case of fire. The

fire safety education campaign should also emphasize the importance of not disabling or

obstructing the self closing devices on apartment doors. This information could be

provided to the public through the Fire Safety Education Unit as well as the FDNY public

website. The FDNY should encourage other public and private agencies, such as the

New York City Housing Authority and Con Edison, to participate in this fire safety

education campaign.

Establish a Command Channel whenever a 10-77 signal is transmitted. This will

alleviate handie-talkie traffic on the Primary Tactical Channel and will improve overall

communications. The Post Radio should be utilized as soon as possible to provide an

improved communications link between the Command Post and the Operations Post.

Emphasize the importance of maintaining radio discipline during MAYDAYruRGENT

situations. All handie-talkie transmissions should cease, except those related to the

MAYDAYruRGENT or critical information related to the fire.

Re-emphasize to all members that handie-talkie transmissions should be concise and

direct. Transmissions must be made using unit designation and assigned position, not the

member's name

7.

9.

1

10.
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11 . Train all members to be proficient in roll call procedures as per Communications Manual

Chapter 9, Addendum2,"Emergency Roll Call Procedures."

SncrroNB

Although the following did not have an impact on this incident, the Department should consider

these recommendations to improve safety and efficiency at future operations:

The Dispatcher should relay important information such as numerous apartments with

occupants in distress to the Incident Commander via the MDT as well as the Department

radio. The printed copy from the MDT will ensure the accuracy of this information.

Emphasize the importance of reacting to a PASS Alarm signal sounding during

operations. When a PASS Alarm is activated in the full cycle for ten seconds, the

member hearing the alarm should immediately notify the Incident Commander. An

immediate investigation of the alarm must be made to determine the cause. The results of

the investigation must be transmitted to the Incident Commander as soon as possible.

PASS Alarm signals have become so common during routine operations on the

fireground that many members have a tendency not to hear them and/or disregard them.

Research the feasibility of developing other PASS Alarm signals such as using verbal

unit designations.

The CADS should reflect when a Division or Battalion is staffed by an Acting Chief. For

example, the Acting Battalion Chief, Battalion 99, could be indicated on the response

ticket as ABC99 instead of BC99.

Ensure scissor stairs are properly labeled whenever inspecting or operating in buildings

serviced by scissor stairs. Mislabeled scissor stairs can cause confusion during fire

operations. This information should be relayed to the Incident Commander as soon as it

is discovered.

o Detailed information on scissor stairs should be incorporated into Firefighting

P roc edures "Fireproof Multiple Dwellings"

12,

13 .

14.

15.
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o The labeling of scissor stairs should be included on the Multiple Dwelling

Building Inspection Form A-291and Inspection Guide 3 for Fireproof Multiple

Dwellings

o Corrective action must be taken whenever scissor stairs are improperly labeled

o Scissor stairs should be included in the CIDS information

16. Establish a training program to visit field units to review and discuss the findings and

recommendations found in Fatal Fire Investigations.

o

O

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o
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(P)

(HT)

(AV)

(E)

V[I. CHRONOLOGICAL FIRE DBPARIN4ENT

Time taken from the Incident Historv Printout

Handie-Talkie Recorder

Time taken from Audio Video Tapes

Estimated time of events and interviews

1,9:L4 Hours

19:14 (P)
The Brooklyn Communications Office of the New York City Fire Department
received a telephone call reporting a fire in apartment 14M on the 14'n floor at 1700
Bedford Avenue.

19:15 Hours

19:15 (P)
The Brooklyn Communications Office transmitted Box3762. The following units were
dispatched : E-249, E-280, E -234, L-l 13, L- 132 and BC-3 8.
E-234 acknowledged via MDT.
E-280 andL-132 acknowledeed via ATS.

L9:L6 Hours

l9 :16  (P)
E-249, L-l13 and B-38 acknowledged via ATS.

19:16 (E)
Sq-l proceeded to the reported location from the quarters of E-280.

L9:L7 Hours

19:17 (AV)
Dispatcher notified B-38 of a 2nd source reporting smoke on the 14 floor.

19:18 Hours

19:18 (AV)
Dispatcher notified B-38 of an additional call reporting smoke in apartment 14 A.
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19:18 (P)
E-249 and L-113 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:18 (E)
Members of E-249 and L-I13 proceeded to the concourse level of 1700 Bedford
Avenue.

19:19 Hours

19:19 (P)
E-280 andL-132 rransmifted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:19 (E)
Members of E-280 andL-I32 proceeded to the concourse level of 1700 Bedford
Avenue.

19:20 Hours

a

o

o

a

o

o

o

19:20 (P)
B-38 and E-234 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

I9:2O (E)
SQ-l arrived on the scene. (NOT ASSIGNED YET)
E-249 members arrived in lobbv of 1700 Bedford Avenue and took the first elevator to
the l2th floor.
L-113 members arrived in lobby of 1700 Bedford Avenue and took the second
elevator to the 12m floor.
E-249 members exited the elevator on the 12th floor and proceeded via the A
stairway to the 13th and 14th floors.

l9z2l Hours

19:21(HT)
Lieutenant John Martinson transmitted to B-38 from the A stairway, "You can give a 10-
75; we've got a heavy smoke condition on the 14fr floor."
L-I32 Officer reported a heavy wind condition to B-38, while he was on the concourse
level.

19:21(P)
B-38 transmitted a l0-75 on the Department radio.
The following units were assigned: Sq-l(already on scene), E-248,L-123 (FAST Unit),
R-2 and B-41.
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19:21(E)
L-Il3Inside Team and Roof Firefighter exited the elevator on the 12ft floor and

proceeded up the A stairwaY.
L-ll3 Outside Ventilation Firefighter remained with the elevator in Firemen Service.

Engine 249 members began flaking out their lengths of hose on the 13'n floor and

connecting to the 13* floor standpipe outlet in the A stairway.
L-I3zlnside Team and Outside Ventilation Firefighter entered the lobby.

19:22 Hours

19:22 (P)
E-248,8-41,L-123, and R-2 acknowledged via MDT.
D-15 was assigned to incident from the quarters of E-332.

19:22 (HT)
B-38 called Lieutenant John Martinson to verify the CIDS information and the attack
stairway.
Lieutenant John Martinson replied, "10-4 Chief."

19:22 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson donned his SCBA facepiece and entered the hallway on the
14th floor.
L-113 Inside Team arrived in the A stairwav between the 13ft and 14th floors.

1.9:23 Hours

19:23 (AV)
Battalion 38 transmitted a 10-17 to the Brooklyn Dispatcher and reported the A stairway
as the attack stairwav.

19:23 (E)
L-tI3Inside Team entered the l4th floor hallway from the A stairway and began their
search to the left.
L-1 13 Roof Firefighter continued up the A stairway to the 15th floor.
E-280 members arrived on 13m floor and began assisting E-249 with their hoseline.
E-280 Control Firefighter flushed out the standpipe outlet on the 12'n floor.

19:24 Hours

1924 (P)
The following units were dispatched:
L-105, L-111, BC-48, BC-37(Safety Officer), SB-1, FC-1, RB-l and E-219 (CFRD

Engine)
SB-1, L-105, RB-l E-21g,L-Ll1 and FC-l acknowledged via ATS.

B-37 acknowledged via MDT'

Page 63 of 88



e

19:24 (HT)
Lieutenant John Martinson transmitted, "charge the line in the ..."
Note: Members heard this transmission as charge the line in the stairway.
E-249 Control Firefighter answered, "I0-4,I'm charging the line." O

19:24 (E)
E-249's hoseline was connected to the standpipe outlet on the 13th floor and flaked
out in the 13th floor hallway.
L-Il3 Officer and Can Firefighter turned left and proceeded down the dead end hallway O
toapar tmentsJ&K.
L-l13 Forcible Entry Firefighter proceeded down the hallway to the stairway door
marked B.
L-l3zlnside Team entered the 14th floor hallway from the A stair and began
searching to the right. 

OL-Il3 Chauffeur proceeded up the B stairway to the roof.
L-I32 Outside Ventilation Firefighter manned a second elevator and operated it in
Firemen Service.
Sq-1 Chauffeur saw flaming debris in the courtyard and fire out two windows on the 14th
floor.
Two members of E-280 started stretching a second hoseline from the 12th floor standpipe O

outlet in the A stairway.

L9:25 Hours

19:25 (HT)
Lieutenant John Martinson called his Nozzle Firefiehter . "249 to Nozzle."

19:25 (AV)
B-38 transmitted preliminary report to Brooklyn Dispatcher.

19:25 (E)
Sq-1 Forcible Entry Team entered the 14th floor hallway.
E-249 Nozzle and Back-Up Firefighters switched positions and advanced the hoseline
into the 14th floor hallwav.

19:26 Hours

1,9:26 (P)
L-123,8-248 and B-41 transmitted 10-84 via MDT.

19:26 (HT)
B-38 asked Lieutenant John Martinson, "Did we find the fire apartment yet?"
Lieutenant John Martinson answered, "Negative."
BC-38 directed Lieutenant John Martinson to the M apartment.
Lieutenant John Martinson answered, "10-4 Chief."
E-249 Control Firefighter made two attempts to answer Lieutenant John Martinson's call
to the Nozzle Firefighter. (There was no response from Lieutenant John Martinson.)
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19:26 (E)
E-234 members arrived on the 13tn floor and assistedE-249 with their charged hoseline.
R-2 arrived on the scene.

19:27 Hours

19:27 (P)
BC-48 reported not available due to operating at another Box.
D-15 acknowledeed 18332 RSEP.

19:27 (HT)
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter transmitted, "Lighten up on the first line."
E-249 ECC supplied water to the standpipe siamese and notifiedE-249 Officer and B-38.
B-38 acknowledged this transmission. (Lieutenant John Martinson did not acknowledge.)
L-113 Officer reported, "'We're making our way down the hallway now..."
B-38 asked, "Did we find the apartment yet?"
L-113 Officer answered, "Negative Chief."
B-38 warned units about the wind condition.
Sq- 1 Officer told E-249 to, "Hold up on bringing that line in. 132, 1 13 did not find the
fire apartment yet."

19:21 (E)
BC-38 took a position on the concourse level by the security shack.
E-249's hoseline was advanced to the hallway intersection.
Sq-1 Roof Firefighter continued up the A stairway to the 15'h floor.

19:28 Hours

19:28 (P)
B-44 assigned to replace B-48.
B-44 acknowledged.
L-105 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:28 (HT)
E-234 Officer directed his members to, "Get that line up here. They still haven't found
it yet."

19:28 (E)
E-249 Back-Up and Nozzle Firefighters advanced the hoseline to the L apartment door.

L9:29 Hours

19:29 (P)
E-219 transmitred a 10-84 via MDT.



19:29 (HT)
L-113 Officer reported, "We're in the apartment; we're looking for the fire."
B-38 reported fire out the windows on the l4th floor.

19:29 (E)
L-l32Inside Team continued to search the right side of the 14th floor hall.
E-249 advanced the hose line to the M apartment door.

19:30 Hours

19:30 (HT)
E-234 Officer reported to all units from apartment 13K that the fire is in 14K.
B-41 reported to the B-38 that he is making his way upstairs.
B-38 gave a run down to B-41 of units operating in the building.

l9:30 (E)
Sq-1 Chauffeur entered apartment L on the 13th floor. He looked out the window and
believed the fire was in the L apartment directly above him.
E-280 stood fast in the A stairway with a second hoseline (Uncharged).
E-234 in stairwav A assisted E-249 with stretch of first hoseline.

19:31Hours

19:31 (P)
L-l11 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19 :31 (HT)
Sq-1 Roof Firefighter reported to Command from apartment 15M that the fire was right
below him in apartment 14M.
B-38 designated B-41 as the fire floor Chief and notified B-41 thatL-123, the FAST
UNIT. was sent to the floor below the fire.
B-41 reported that, "We're starting to move now."

19:31 (E)
L-132 Roof Firefighter removed a girl from the smoke condition in her apartment on the
15ft floor.
E-248 entered the elevator en-route to 12th floor.
L-113 Chauffeur ascended the B stairway to the roof.
L-I32 Chauffeur ascended the B stairwav to the roof.

19:32 Hours

19:32 (HT)
L-105 reported to B-38 that they were on the scene at the concourse level.
L-l11 reported to B-38 that they were on the scene en-route to the concourse level.
Sq-1 Roof Firefighter requested a hoseline or a can in apartment 15 M due to fire starting
to come thru an air conditioner sleeve.

o

o

o

o

o

o

o
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19:32 (E)
E-249 members advanced their hoseline into the door of the fire apartment and operated
into the apartment.
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter operated the hoseline into the living room area.
L-113 Officer operated behind theE-249 Back-Up Firefighter.
E-249 Nozzle Firefighter was on the hoseline just outside the fire apartment door.
L-ll3 Forcible Entry Firefighter and L-113 Can Firefighter were in the public hallway
outside of the fire apartment door.
E-249 Door Firefighter lost his helmet and exited the public hallway.
E-249 Control Firefighter assisted stretching the hoseline in the public hallway.

19:33 Hours

19:33 (P)
D-15 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:33 (HT)
B-38 called Lieutenant John Martinson, o'Command to Engine 249."
Lieutenant John Martinson's Handie{alkie was keyed. (There was no recorded
transmission on any Battalion Handie-Talkie Recorder.)
B-38 Firefighter reported to B-38 that they received multiple calls from apartments
throughout the building.
L-132 Roof Firefighter reported that he needed an ambulance in the lobby for the injured
girl he removed from the 15'n floor.

19:33 (E)
E-219 (CFR-D Engine) entered the lobby and treated the injured girl.
L-I23 arrived on 13tn floor and stood fast.

L9:34 Hours

l9:34 (P)
B-37 transmitted 10-84 via MDT.

19:34 (HT)
Sq-1 Roof Firefighter again requested a hoseline in apartment 15 M.

19:34 (E)
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter operated hoseline straight in about four to six feet into the
apartment.
L-1 13 Officer repositioned himself to the left of the nozzle.
E-249 Nozzle Firefighter moved up on the hoseline to about three feet inside the fire

apartment door.
L-l13 Forcible Entry Firefighter operated just inside the fire apartment door.
L-ll3 Can Firefighter operated just outside the fire apartment door.

B-38 assigned L-105 and L-l11 to work above the fire.
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19:35 Hours

19:35 (P)
2"d alarmtransmitted by B-38.
The following units were assigned: E-235,8-zz0,E-2r4,8-207, st-6, RA-2, TS-2, E-
240 andB-57
B-44 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.
FC-1 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:35 (HT)
L-ll3 Officer called L-113 Forcible Entry Firefighter and asked, "Are you OK?"
L-lI3 Forcible Entry Firefighter responded, "Yeah, I'm running out of air,
(unintelligible) up here."
L-II3 Officer transmitted, "Il3 to Irons and Can. Back out, we're running out of..."

19:35 (E)
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter operated hoseline toward the bedroom fire area.
L-105 Inside Team started searching the A stairway from the floor above to the roof.
L-105 Outside Team started searching the B and C stairway from the floor above to the
roof.
Sq-1 Hook Firefighter went to the M apartment to get the hoseline.

19:36 Hours

19:36 (P)
TS-2, RA-2, E-214,824O,8-235,8-220,E-207 and 5T-6 acknowledged via ATS.
B-57 acknowledsed via the MDT.

19:36 (E)
L-l13 Forcible Entry Firefighter ran out of air at the apartment door, removed his SCBA
facepiece and called for help in the hallway.
L-II3 Can Firefighter assisted L-113 Forcible Entry Firefighter to the B stairway.
L-113 Officer's helmet, SCBA facepiece, flashlight and camera were dislodged by the
hose stream.
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter, after shutting down the nozzle, quickly exited the fire
apartment.
L-Il3 Officer quickly exited the fire apartment.
E-249 Nozzle Firefighter was knocked over by E-249 Back-Up Firefighter and L-1 13
Officer as they exited the apartment.
L-II3 Officer andB-249 Back-Up Firefighter exited via the public hallway.

19:37 Hours

19:37 (P)
B-57 designated Resource Unit Leader.
B-48 was assisned.
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19:37 (HT)
L-l 13 Forcible Entry and Can Firefighters were in the 13tn floor stairway.

a B-41 transmitted an URGENT message from the A stairway, "I got a guy screaming he's
got no air. I just sent Rescue in to find him."
D-15 tried to verify from the B-41 the location of the member who was running out of
air.

O 19:31 (E)
E-248 members began stretching a third hoseline from the 1l'h floor standpipe outlet to
apartment 15 M.
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter followed the hoseline out to the A stairway.
E-249 Nozzle Firefighter readjusted his PPE at the end of the hallway then followed the
hoseline out to the A stairway.
E-249 Door Firefighter moved up on the hoseline to the fire apartment door. His
vibralert activated and he started to follow the hoseline out to the A stairway.
Sq-l Chauffeur forced the door to apartment L on the l4s floor.
E-219, CFR-D Unit, arrived on the 13'n floor.
E-234 was in the A stairway between the 13th and 14th floors.
E-280 continued to stand fast with an uncharsed hoseline.

19:38 Hours

19:38 (P)
MK-1, L-157 andL-120 were assigned.
L-l51 acknowledeed via MDT.

19:38 (HT)
Lieutenant John Martinson transmitted.*249' s out of air.249's out of air."
L-Il3 Officer called his Forcible Entry and Can Firefighters back to the stairway.
D-15 attempted to contact the B-41 a second time.
B-41 directed L-l13 Inside Team back to the stairway.
L-113 Officer answered, "IO-4,I just made it to the stairway."

l9 :38 (E)
E-249 Back-Up Firefighter exited the A stairway to the 13'n floor.

19:39 Hours

19:39 (P)
L-I20, MK-l acknowledged via ATS.
E-33 and HR-l assiened.

19:39 (HT)
D-l5 attempted to verify from B-41 if the member running out of air was accounted for.
D-15 told all units to hold up on their radio transmissions.

o

a

a

I

o

o

o



19:39 (E)
L-105 Chauffeur arrived at the roof level.
E-249 Nozzle Firefighter exited the A stairway to the 13th floor.

19:40 Hours

19:40 (HT)
D-15 continued to try to contact B-41.
B-41 transmitted, "All members stay off the radio. This is the 41 Battalion. 4l to lI3
Irons."
L- 1 13 Forcible Entry Firefighter transmitted , "II3 Irons is OK in the stairway."
L-1 13 Can Firefighter transmitted, "113 Can, I'm OK. I'm doing a search of the
hallway."

19:40 (E)
E-249 Door Firefighter exited the A stairway to the 13th floor.
SQ-1 Hook Firefighter advanced to the fire apartment door.

19:41Hours

19:41 (P)
E-235, RB-1 and E-2L4 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:41 (HT)
B-41 contacted D-15 and stated, "I got all members accounted for at this time. All
members of 113 Truck are accounted for."
D-15 transmitted, "Command, 10-4. How you doing as far as the line goes K?"
B-41 responded, o'It ah, hasn't hit the fire yet."
B-37 called E-249 Lieutenant John Martinson. "Battalion 37 to Ensine 249."

19:41 (E)
E-234 was assigned by the B-41 to relieve E-249 on the hoseline.
E-249 Control Firefighter followed the hoseline past the fire apartment to the end of the
hallway.
SQ-1 Chauffeur relieved SQ-1 Hook Firefighter and operated the nozzle from the door of
the fire apartment.
E-234 members advanced down the hallway to fire apartment.
E-249 Control Firefighter, who was at the dead end of the hallway, followed the hoseline
out after his vibralert activated.

1941 (AV)
The Brooklyn Communications Office requested a Progress Report.

L9:42 Hours

19:42 (P)
E-24O and B-57 transmitred a 10-84 via MDT.
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19:42 (HT)
B-41 called E-249 Lieutenant John Martinson, "41 to249."
B-41 transmitted, "I got234 coming in to take over your line."

19:42 (E)
L-132 Officer advanced down hallway to fire apartment door.

L9:43 Hours

19:43 (P)
L-157 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:43 (HT)
SQ- 1 Chauffeur transmitted, ". . . member down."
B-41 tried to ascertain if someone transmitted a MAYDAY on the fire floor.
E-234 Back-Up Firefighter transmitted, "MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY. Engine
234 Back-Up to Command, MAYDAY. We got a member down."

19:43 (E)
SQ-l Chauffeur Firefighter while operating nozzle from the fire apartment door noticed
the reflective stripes on Lieutenant John Martinson's bunker gear. He shut down the
nozzle and transmitted, ". ..member down". He rolled Lieutenant John Martinson to the
supine position. Lieutenant John Martinson was unconscious.
E-234 Back-Up Firefighter followed the hoseline into the fire apartment and bumped into
SQ-1 Chauffeur just as he found Lieutenant John Martinson. He transmitted a
MAYDAY and assisted in removing Lieutenant John Martinson from the fire apartment.
L-132 Officer assisted in removing Lieutenant John Martinson from the fire apartment
into the hallwav.

19:44 Hours

19:44 (AY)
Brooklyn Dispatcher reported phone calls from approximately 2O apartments.

19:44 (HT)
L-l13 Officer contacted L-lI3 Can Firefighter and asked if he gave a MAYDAY.
L-II3 Can Firefighter responded, "Negative."
B-37 reported to Command that E-249 Officer and Control Firefighter were missing.

19:44 (E)
E-249 Control Firefighter exited the B door to the stairway to the 13th floor.
E-234 Back-Up Firefighter picked up the nozzle and operated into the fire apartment.
SQ-1 Chauffeur and SQ-l Forcible Entry Firefighter had Lieutenant John Martinson's
arms. L-I23 Can Firefighter had Lieutenant John Martinson's feet.
L-132 Officer and other members helped remove Lieutenant John Martinson down the
hallway toward the B stairway.
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19:45 Hours

19:45 (P)
E-239 andB-207 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:45 (HT)
B-37 reported, "...we have one downed Firefighter being removed."

19:45 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson was carried out of the 14 floor hallway into the B stairway
where his condition was evaluated by the SQ-l Officer and other members. Lieutenant
John Matinson was not breathing.
L-132 Outside Ventilation Firefighter brought the elevator to the 13th floor when he heard
the MAYDAY transmission.
R-2 Chauffeur and E-234 Officer helped clear the hallway for removal of
Lieutenant John Martinson.
E-234 Back-Up Firefighter backed out of the fire apartment and closed the door.
L-111 Inside Team advanced down the 14tn floor hallway toward the fire apartment and
encountered members removins Lieutenant John Martinson.

1,9:46 Hours

l9:46 (P)
L-lzO transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.

19:46 (HT)
SQ-1 Officer transmitted, "IJnconscious Firefighter coming down the stairs now. We
need ALS on the 13th floor now."

o
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19:46 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson was carried down
E-2I9 Control and Nozzle Firefighters began
Lieutenant John Martinson.
EMS 3853 Paramedics arrived on the 13ft floor and observed Lieutenant John
being placed on the floor in elevator lobby.
L-105 Inside Team continued to search on the 15ft floor.
E-234 members reopened fire apartment door and advanced the hoseline into the fire
apartment.
L-111 Inside Team advanced into the fire apartment behind E-234 members.
R-2 Chauffeur and Can Firefighter also advanced into the fire apartment.

1946 (AV)
The Brooklyn Communications Office requested a Progress Report.

19:47 Hours

19:47 (4tY)
D-15 requested an additional Fast Unit.

the B stairway to the 13th floor.
performing patient assessment on
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19:47 (P)
B-48 transmitted a 10-84 via MDT.
L-I22 was assigned.

19:47 (HT)
SQ-1 Roof Firefighter reported from apartment 15M that water was on the fire now.

19:47 (E)
E-234 members advanced their hoseline into the bedroom fire area.
L-l 1 1 Inside Team conducted primary search of the fire apartment kitchen and living
room.

19:48 Hours

19:48 G)
L-I22 designated additional Fast Unit.

19:48 (HT)
RB-l transmitted, "One member is being worked on, in full cardiac arrest on 13th floor.
EMS is with him now."

19:48 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson was moved to a dry area on the 13 floor, placed into a stokes
basket and treated by EMS 3853 Paramedics.
E-248 arrived at apartment 15M with a dry hoseline.
E-234 Door Firefighter took over the nozzle position and continued to operate the
hoseline into bedroom fire area.

19:49 Hours

19:49 (HT)
B-41 transmitted a MAYDAY for another missing member fromB-249.

19:49 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson was placed in the elevator at an angle in a stokes basket.

19:51 Hours

19:51(HT)
B-41 transmitted a MAYDAY for a missing member fromE-249.

19:51 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson was in elevator en-route to the lobbv.
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19:52 Hours

19:52 (HT)
D-15 transmitted,"4I, that's the Officer that's down here. It's the Officer. I need a roll
call for the249."
B-38 transmitted, "This is Battalion 38 for 249. All of their members are accounted for
except for the Officer who went down with EMS."

19:52 (E)
Lieutenant John Martinson was removed from the lobbv to the concourse level.

19:53 Hours

19:53 (HT)
Battalion 44 transmited to Command that he has the Post Radio on the fire floor and
requested activation of the Command Channel.

19:54 Hours

19:54 (E)
Command Chief Car 13A on scene.
Lieutenant John Martinson was placed in an ambulance.

L9:55 Hours

19:55 (AV)
The Brooklyn Communications Office requested a Progress Report.

19:56 Hours

19:56 (HT)
E-234 Officer reported that the main body of fire in the fire apartment has been knocked
down.

19:57 Hours

19:57 (HT)
B-41 reported primary searches in the fire apartment are negative.

20:04 Hours

20:04 (A)
Car 13A transmitted Doubtful Will Hold Progress Report to the Brooklyn
Communications Office.
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20:06 Hours
20:06 (AV)

Car 13A transmitted Probablv
Communications Office.

20:33 Hours

20:33 (P)
B ox 22-37 62 placed Under Control.

Will Hold Progress Report to the Brooklyn
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IE.TALKIE RE RDER TRAN CRIPT

BROOKLYN BOX3762
01/03/08

PRIMARY TACTICAL CHANNEL

This transcript is a compilation of the five Battalion Handie-Talkie Recorders that were

on the scene during this incident. It is a product of numerous hours of work in which the digital

audio was slowed down, or sped up, to aid in revealing what was spoken. Listening to audio

playback in a quiet, sterile environment differs greatly from the ambient noise that occurs at fire

operations. It should be remembered that at fire operations, some communications take place

without the use of the handie-talkie. These facts should be taken into consideration while

listening to the audio and reading the transcript. The enclosed audio copy was selected from the

Battalion 38 Handie-Talkie Recorder.

19:20:39
19:2O:46
19:2O:48
19:2O:50
19:20:51
19:20:59
19:21:O2
19:21:05

19:2I : lO
19:21:12
t9:21 15
19:21:16
19:21:19

I9:2t:47
19:21:59

19:22:10
19:22:15
19'22:17
19:22:33

19:22:40
19:23:41
19'2343

"...what did they say, fourteen something?"
"38 to  113."
"  1  13 . "
"They also got a call from 14 Adam, apartment 14 Adam."
"lo-4."
"249 to the 38."
"38."
"You can give a IO-75 Chief, we've got a heavy smoke condition on the 14th
floor."
"Alright, 10-4 John."
" l32to the 38."
"38."
"You've got a heavy wind condition Chief."
"OK Frank. Hey guys they got like, ah, the hallways up there, like a, ah, cross
shaped, not T shaped, it's cross shaped."
"249 Chauffeur to 280 Chauffeur. I'm over here."
"38 to 249,let me know, ah, what you're gonna use for the attack stairs. The
CIDS says the standpipes in the A stairway. Just verify that for me John."
" lO-4 Chief , . . . "
"What building is it? Anyone know?"
"The middle building, IJOO ;'
"38,I32. Did anybody check the compactor shaft Frank? Make sure it's not
that."
".. .on the 1tt f loor..."
"38 to 234."
u234."
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1,9:23:45 "Bobby, just make sure you get that first line in operation, then check the floor
below for the layout."

19:24:05 "Control to249."
19:24:08 "249...water."
l9:24:I2 "249, charge the line in the..."
I9:24:Il "10-4,I'm charging the line."
19:24:38 *38,I32."

19:24:49 "38, 38 Alpha."
19:24:51 "38 Alpha."
19:24:54 "Danny, when the deputy gets in, tell him I'm up on the concourse up here. I'm

with the...up on top."
I9:25:A0 "Concourse, l0-4."
19:25:09 "38 to 249 Chauffeur;'
1.9:2512 "249 Chauffeur."
19:25:14 "You hooked up to the siamese yet?"
19l25:16 "Just about Chief. About ten seconds."
19:25:19 "OK, let me know when you charge it up."
19:25:29 "38 to 113."
19:25:49 "249 to Nozzle."
19:26:09 "38 to 249."
19:26:16 "Control for the Nozzle man. Go ahead 249."
19:26:23 "38 to 249."
19:26:23 ".. .9."
19:26:27 "John, did we find the fire apartment yet?"
19:26:30 "Negative."
19:2633 "Alright, 10-4. When you come out of the stairway the M apartment, the original

caller, the M apartment should be to your left coming out of the stairs."
19:26:42 "10-4, Chief."
19:26:48 "Control 249 for the Nozzle man."
19:26:53 "What's the address of the building?"
19:26:51 "Seventeen hundred. It's the middle buildins."
l9:27:O3 "38 to 38 alpha."
19:27:05 "38 alpha."
19:21:08 "Danny as the companies come in have them report up to the, ah, right by the

security shack up here in the, ah, concourse."
19:27:15 "Lighten up on the first line."
l9:27:I8 "38 Alpha, I0-4."
19:27:20 "Chauffeur to 249 and 38. Your siamese is being supplied."
19:27:26 "OK, 10-4. And they're operating on the 14th floor brother."
19:27:30 "I0-4."
I9 ,27:3I  "38 to  113."
19:27:35 "113. We're making our way down the hallway now, we're in fourteen..."
T9:27:41 "Alright guys, did we find the apartment yet?"
19'27:44 "Negative Chief."
19:27:46 "Alright. Just watch yourselves up there, it's pretty windy guys."
19:27:5I "249,hold up on bringing that line in. I32,113 did not find the fire apartment

vet."
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19:27:58 Lieutenant John Martinson's radio identi.fier is cantured b:t the Battalion Handie-
Talkie Recorder without an)t related audio

a 19:28:03 ".. .4 to Nozzle."
19:28:05 "Nozzle."
19:28:07 "Yeah, get that, get that line up here. They still haven't found it yet..."
19:28:09 "123 to Chauffeur."
19:28:18 "I23Chauffeur."

O 19:28:23 "Chauffeur."
19:28:24 "We're up here, ah, on the, ah, in the middle... middle platform."
19:28:30 "lO-4."
19:28:38 "38 Alpha to 38."
19:28:40 "38."

^. 19:28:42 "Ah, Dispatcher said to check apartment 14 Adam again. 14 A."
19:28:48 "14 Adam, I0-4."
l9:28:5I "All units, 14 Adam is going to be left of the, ah, the, ah elevator."
19:28:59 "Hey guys. 38 to the units on the fire floor. I got fire out a window. I got fire out

the window on the 14ft floor in the rear. In the rear. It should be to your left of
the stairway brothers. I got fire coming out the window pretty good."

I I9:29:I8 "113 to Battalion. We're in the apartment, we're looking for ih" fi."."
19:29:25 "It's out the windows so, shouldn't have any problems finding it."
19:29:.31 "Squad 1 to the 38."
19:29:45 "Alright, Todd. The fire's on the back side of the building. Fire's out the

windows on the back side of the building."
O 19.29'51 "Alr ight. . . .14 Adam."

19:29:54 "132 to 38."
19:29:56 "Battalion 38, go."
19:29:58 "Chief. is this close to the corner?"
19:30:01 "It's close right to the middle of the building. Right by the corner. In the back of

a the building. Where the T meets."
19:30:07 "234to all units. The fire is in 14 K."
l9:30:I4 "38 to 234,it',s 14 K Bobby?"
19:30:18 "Yeah, we got into 13 K, it's right above us."
19:30:23 "I32to234."

O t9:30:25 "4I to the 38."
19:30:29 "41, go ahead."
19:30:31 "Making my way upstairs."
19:30:33 "4I,I'm up in, ah, the concourse. Did you go in the building yet?"
19:30:37 "Yeah, I'm heading up."

o te:30:3e ,r'"ti.if::,x},1ffiJ,:-"ilT ii::i!;,'ff:li3T,T,ffiliffl,iT;3ii,.
Rescue 2 is on the fire floor."

19:30:58 "Squad Roof to Command."
19:31:00 "Command to Squad Roof, go."
19:31:03 "Fire should be in 14M."

t 19:31:10 "Yeah, I got a report of 14 K, so we'll just have to verify that."
19:3I:16 "Gordy, where are ya?"
I9:3I:I9 "Squad Roof to Command."
19:31:21 "Command, go."t Page 78 of 88



19:31:22

L9:31:28
L9:31:33
1,9:31:36

L9:31:49
19:31 :53

19:32:00
19:32:03
19:32:05
19:32:06
19:32:O9
19:32:13
19:32:16
19:32:20
19:32:25
19:32:30
19:32:35

19:32:43
19:32:49

19:33:04
19:33:09

l9 :33 :10
19:33:12
19:33:14
19:33 :18

19.33:26

19:33:39
19:33:41
19:33:45
19:33:48
19:33:51
19:33:55
19:34:04
19:34:II
19:34:13

19:34:19
19:34:22
19:34:23

"I'm in 15 M, I got fire right below me. I'm at those windows right above the
fire."
"OK, Brother. Command to Battalion 41."
"Go ahead 38, I'm sorry, go ahead Command."
"4I, yoLr're gonna be the fire floor Chief and, ah, it should be 14 K. 14 K, ah, 14
M, Mary. I'm sorry, 14 M, Mary. Should be to the left of the stairs."
"Alright 10-4, they're starting to move now."
"Also be advised, I sent the FAST truck up to the floor below the fire, Ladder
123."
"...where are you?"
"105 to Command."
"Who's calling Command?"
"Ladder 105, we're on scene. How can we help you Chief?"
"105, just report up to the concourse in the middle of the buildings here, alright?"
"Alright, we're 84 there."
"111 to Command, we're 84 also. We'Il report up to the concourse."
"Brian, I'm down by the fire apartment."
"The apartment, it's two doors down from the stairs on your left."
"Mike. is it a left with a left?"
"f went up to the 15th floor, I went out the door, I went to the left, two apartments
from the stairs."
"lo-4, Mike."
"I do and, ah, I could use a can or a line up here. I got fire starting to come
through an air conditioner vent right here."
"Command to Engine 249."
Lieutenant John Martinson's radio identifier is captured b:t the Battalion Handie-
Talkie Recorder without an:t related audio
"38 Alpha to 38."
" . . . 38 ,  go . "
"'We're checking...bring it back inside the, ah, hallway."
"Chief, I got a list of apartments here that are getting calls on. Couple on the 24'n
floor, 21't and the, ah, 14th floor and all the 13th."
"Alright, write them down Danny and, ah, give them to the Aide. The 2nd due
Aide. Have him bring them up to me. I got 105 and I'm gonna send 111 to work
with them above the fire."
"lO-4, they're on their way in."
"I need a bus, I need a bus down in the lobby."
"What do you got in the lobby?"
"113 Roof, I need a bus, I got a little girl."
"113. . .Command."
"Squad Roof to Command."
"Command to, ah, Alpha, 38 to Alpha."
"38 Alpha, go."
"If we got EMS Danny, I need EMS up on the concourse. I got an injured child in
the lobby."
"Alright 10-4, I'm sending them up."
"Squad Roof to Command, we're gonna need to start out a second line to 15 M."
* r13. . .0 . . . "

o

o

o

Pase 79 of 88



o

19'34:29 "Command to the Squad Roof."
19:34:33 "Squad Roof, go Command."

a 19:34:35 "That fire still coming out the windows?"
19:34:36 "Yes it is and, ah, windows are starting to give on the floor above. We need a can

or a line up here right away."
19:34:43 "38,38 Alpha."
19:34:46 "Hey Squad Roof...open the bulkhead Squad..."

O L9:34:49 "38, 38 Alpha."
19:34:50 "15 M on that. I 'm in 15 M."
19:3454 "38 Alpha, go."
19:34:55 "Danny, transmit a 2no Alarm."
19:34:58 "lO-4."

a 19:35:01 "Command to Engine 234."
I9:35:O4 "113 to Irons."
19:35:09 "Command to Engine 234."
19 :35 :15  "1  13  t o . . . "
19:35:23 "113 Irons to 113."
19.35:26 "Are vou OK?"

O 19:35:28 "Yeali, I'm running out of air, (unintelligible) up here.'o
19:35:34 "Command to Engine 234."
19:35:36 "234."
19:35:38 "Do you have the second line up on fifteen?"
I9:35:4I "Negative."

O 19:35:46 "Command to Engine 234.Bob,where is your line?"
19:35:48 " . . . toCommand. . . "
19:35:51 "113 to Irons and Can. back out. We're runnins out of air."
19:36:00 'oCommand to Engine 234."
19:36:04 "Radigan, what floor are you on?"

O 19:36:O6 "I'm in fifteen M."
19:36:08 "Very good."
19:36:12 "38 to Engine 234."
19:36:19 "Command to Engine 248."
19:36:26 "Command to Engine 248."

O 19:36:33 "Command to Engine 248."
19:36:39 "248."
19:36:41 "248, do you have a line with Engine 234?"
19:36:45 "We stretched up the second line with 234.If you need to, we can stretch a third

line."
1 o'?6'51 "I need a line on the floor above, if you're not already there. I need a line on theo 15oi n;;."
19:36:54 "...toCommand."
19:37:00 "11 1 to...on the 15fr floor, what apartment are you in?"
L9:37:05 "15 Mary on the floor above. 15 Mary."
l9:37:ll "Sean. where are vou?"

O I9:37:I7 "Irons to 13."
I9:37:2I "41 URGENT...38."
19:31:25 "Todd, are you in the apartment yet?"
19:37:28 "...EMS up here on fourteen, thirteen."
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19:37:32
19:37:35
19:37:37
19:37:42
19:37:44
19:31:41
19:31:53
19:37:56
19:38:02
19:38:08
19:38:12
19:38 :15
19:38 :18
19:38:22
19:38:23
19:38:25
19:38:29
19:38:34
19:38:38
19:38:41
19:38:52
19:38:54
19:39:00
19:39:07
19:39 :10
19:39:12
19:39:15
19:39:I7
19:39:24
19:39:2t
19:39:23
19:39:30
19:39:33
19:39:35

L9:39:47
19:39:52
19:40:01
19:40:03
19:40:08
19:40:09
19:40 :11
19:40:14
19:40:16
19:40:24
19:40:26
l9:40:30

,,4I tO 38. URGENT.''
"Go ahead 41. Command on."
"I got a guy screaming he's got no air. I just sent Rescue in to find him."
"What location is that?"
"We're at the stairway, direct us in."
"Command to Battalion 41. What location for the member running out of air?"
"...truck, on the fire floor."
"You got l23,the Fast truck, up on the floor below."
"I32 to Battalion..."
"249's out of air.249's out of air."
"I32 to Rescue."
"113 I rons to  113."
"Go ahead. Come back to the. to the. ah. staircase."
"lo-4."
"Are you OK?"
"Yes. I need you to the staircase with the Can man."
"Command to Engine 219."
"113 inside team come on out to the stairwell."
"38 Alpha to 15 Alpha. Nicky."
"Command to Battalion 41."
"41to 113 inside team. I want you outside the apartment."
"10-4.I just made it to the stairway."
"Is any...Is anybody accounted for? Is your other person accounted for?"
"Command to Battalion 41."
"Go ahead Command."
"Did we get the guy that was running out of air?"
"Roof to I 13."
"The inside team, are you all accounted for?"
"Roof to the 38."
"38, go."
"You have fire out one window on the McKeever street side.14th floor."
"I know that. We already know that. Thank you."
"Fourteen Mary."
"Command, Command to all units. Hold your messages. Command to all units.
Hold your messages. Command to the 41. Do you have the guy running out of air.
Command to the 41. Do you have the guy that was running out of air, K?"
"113 Can to the Battalion."
"Command to the Battalion 41."
"Hey Todd, do you guys got the apartment yet?"
"113 to Irons."
"113 to Irons."
"Irons."
"113 to hons."
"113 Irons is OK in the stairway."
"OK, where's your Can man?"
"Command to Battalion 41."
"All members stay off the radio. This is the 41 Battalion. 4l to I 13 hons."
"113 Irons is OK in the stairwav."

O

o
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19:40:31
19:40:41
19:40:44
19:40:47
19:4O:51
19:40:58
l9:4t:02

19:41:09
19:41:I4
19 14:21

19:41:24
19:41:31
19:41:33

19:4I:43
19:41:50
19:4I:55
19:41:59
T9:42:01

19:42:08
19:42:13
19:42:19
19:42:2I
19:42:24
19:42:28
19:42:31

19:42:38
19:42:42
19:42:44
19:42:46
19:42:50

19:43:00
19:43:01
19:43:02
19:43:tO
19:43:12
19:43:14
19:43:I6
19:43:16
19:43 :18
19:43:23

"OK, where is your Can man?"
"113 Can, I'm OK. I'm doing a search of the hallway."
"Alright, what's your location, Can?"
"280 to Command."
"Rich, did you get the roof?"
"41to 113 Can. What's your location?"
"l 13 Can, I'm right behind 249.It appears to be the fire apartment to the left of
the staircase."
"OK, stay where you are. One thirt, ah,4I to Command."
"Go ahead 41, go in with your message 41."
"I got all members accounted for at this time. All members of 113 Truck are
accounted for."
o'Command 10-4. How you doing as far as the line goes, K?"
"It, ah, hasn't hit the fire yet."
"This is Squad Roof on the floor above. Are you guys in fifteen? Are you in
fourteen M yet? It's two doors down to your left, out of the stairs."
"Battalion 37 to Engine249."
"4I to Command. I got234 taking over the line."
"Command 10-4. You relieved 249?"
"Yeah...get them all out now."
"Alright, whoever was just operating that line you were in the right apartment.
You got to go to the bedroom to your left. Right when you come through the
door."
"Go to your left, there's a bedroom over there. That's the room that's on fire."
"OV, get the elevator to the 13th floor."
"4I to 249."
"I got 234 coming in to take over your line."
"132 to Irons."
"Command to Squad Roof."
"When you go through the door. You got to make a left turn. Go down a short
hall, make a right turn. You'll be hitting the fire then."
"I32to Can."
"Command to Squad Roof."
"Squad Roof, go."
"How we doing on that floor above, in that 15tn floor? Any extension?"
"No the, ah, one pane of the two pane windows is starting to fail. I closed the door
and backed out, ah, I'm in the adjoining room right now."
"Did they get your line in there yet?"
"But, ah, no extension yet Chief."
"...get you a line in there yet?"
"Command to Squad Roof. Do you have a line in there yet?"
"Member down. Member down."
"Teddy, hold up, Ted."
"I32 to Irons."
"234is going to take over your line..."
"Is there a MAYDAY in there?"
"Did anyone give a MAYDAY?"

o
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19:43:31

19:43:32
19:43:38

19:43:46
19:43:53
19:43:53
19:44:03
19:44:10
19:44:12
19:44:13
19:44:15
19:44:17
19:44:22
19:44:24
19:44:26
19:44:28
19:44:33
19:44:39
19:44:42
19:44:48
19:44:50

19:45:00
19:45:06
t9:45 ll
19:45:13
19:45 :18
L9:45:22

19:45:29
19:45:33
19:45:35
19:45:37
19:45:41
19:45 45
19:45:52
19:45:54

19:45:58
19:46:02
19:46:07
19:46:LO
19:46:14
19:46:16
19:46:18
19:46:19

"MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY. Engine 234Back-Up to Command,
MAYDAY. We got a member down."
"I32to hons."
"Squad Roof to Command, I'm hearing a MAYDAY being transmitted for a
downed member in the fire apartment by 234Back-IJp."
"Get my FAST truck up here."
"Who gave the MAYDAY?"
"Squad 1...right now, I need people to back...report to..."
"...on the fire floor, make a left, go all the way down."
"113 to Can."
"Can."
"Did you give a MAYDAY?"
"Negative."
"Negative. 113 Can man did not give a MAYDAY."
"Battalion 37 to Command."
"Go ahead 37."
"248,I need a line up here."
"...9 and the Control man of Engine249."
"Command to Battalion 37. Commandto 3J, come in with your message again."
"We're missing the Officer of 249 ..."
".. . f i f teen Mary..."
"The Officer of 249 and who else, K?"
"The Officer of 249 and the Control man of 249.We have units in there looking
for them right now."
"Alright, Command to the 41."
"Command to the 41."
" . . .4r."
"Command to the 37 ."
"Do you have the FAST truck, do you have the FAST truck on the fire floor, K?"
"We got 111 on the fire floor right now. We have one downed Firefighter being
removed."
"Command.l0-4."
"I32to Command."
"...in the fire apartment."
"Go with your MAYDAY."
"MAYDAY is out on the B staircase on the l4th floor."
"Yeah, Command to the 37. We have the EMS coming up.EMS is coming up."
"10-4."
"Removing one member from the 14th floor. I haven't been able to determine
which member it is."
"r0-4."
"113 to Irons and Can. Come to the floor below."
"113 Irons to 113. Where are you?"
"I'm in the attack staircase right now."
"Come to the staircase then to the floor below, you and the Can man."
"I 'm on the, on the..."
"Gary, you locked in there?"
"...hallway with the downed Firefighter. Hold on."

I
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19:46.21 "10-4."
19l.46.24 'oS-man, back, ah, let's back out."

t L9:46:30 "Command to Battalion 37. Command to Battalion3'1."
19:46:36 " ...132."
19:46:37 "Command to Battalion 37."
19:46:45 "Squad 1 to the 15. Unconscious Firefighter coming down the stairs now. We

need ALS on the 13th floor now."

O 19:46:53 "Command 10-4. They're on the way. They're going to the 13* floor."
19:46:54 "ALS is on the way up. ALS is on the way up."
19:46:59 "Command to the CFR-D Engine. Command to the CFR-D Engine."
19:41:06 "239 to Command, we're the CFR-D Engine."
19:47.09 "You up there on the 13th floor K?"

a l947:I2 "We just pulled up Chief. We'll make our way up there."
19:47:16 "105 OV to 105 Chauffeur."
19:47:20 "Command to Engine 2I9."
19:47:25 "...OV I'm OK. I'm on the fire floor."
19:47:30 "Squad Roof to Command. They're getting water on the fire now. Water is on

the fire now."
o 19.47:33 "Tommy, are you oK?"

19.47:40 "41 to  249. . . "
19:47:41 "Squad Roof to Command."
19:47:48 "Rescue Battalion to Command."
l9:47:5O "Go."

O 19:41:52 "Rescue Chauffeur, Rescue Chauffeur to Command. We got water on the fire ..."
19:48:00 "Command to Engine 219."
19:48:02 "4I to 249."
19:48:06 "Go 41."
l9:48:O7 "A1l your members accounted for, except for the one member missing? The one

O member taken out?"
19:.48:12 "Command to 4L. Do you still have a member missing?"
t9:48:17 "That's it Rescue. You're getting it."
19:48:20 "Command to Battalion 41. Do vou still have a member missins?"
l9:48:3I "4I to 249."

O L9:48:35 "l32to Irons, floor below."
19:48:38 "kons."
19:48:39 "111 Can, 111. Where are you?"
19:48:44 o'Rescue Battalion to Command."
19:48:50 "Go ahead, Rescue Battalion."

^ | 9:48:52 "One member being worked on, full cardiac arrest on the 13th loor. EMS is with
c him now."

19:48:58 "Alright 10-4. We got an elevator working?"
19:49:01 "I0-4. We're holding it for him right now."
19:49:05 "Command to the 41. Command to the 41. Do you have any members missing

still?"
a 19.49:24 " . . .4r . . . "

19:,49:31 *41to Command. 4l to Command."
19:49:38 "4I Battalion to Command."
19:49:39 ".. .41."
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19:49:43 "MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY. 4I Battalion to Command."
19:.49:47 "Come in with your MAYDAY,41."
l9:49:5I "Go with the MAYDAY,4I."
19:49:52 "This is the 41 Battalion. I have 249 is still missing one member."
19:49:57 "Alright, Command to the 41. Do you have the FAST Unit operating, and

Rescue. K?"
19:50:03 "Coffect."
19:50:09 "Command to the 41, do you know what member of Engine249 is missing?"
19:50:15 "Alright, we're trying to figure it out."
19:50:19 "Command to the 41, are the other members of the 249 all accounted for, K?"
19:50:26 "41 to 249."
19 :50 :31  *4 I  t o249 ; '
L9:5034 "  . . .113."
19:50:35 "All members are accounted for except for the Officer who's been taken to the

hospital."
19:50:38 "113 to 249Back-Up;'
I9:5O:43 "Squad Hook to Squad."
19:50:52 "We're just helping with the downed fireman. Where are you?"
l9 :50:54 " . . .Todd."
19:50:58 "Tommy D, where are you?"
19:51:00 ".. . 10'n floor, top of the stairs."
19:51:04 "4I  to249."
19:51:05 "Squad to Squad Roof. Mike I want you down on the fire floor. I want you

directed up to ..."
19:51:10 "4I  to249."
19:51:16 "41to the FAST Truck."
I9 : '51:2I  " . . .FAST. . . "
19:51:22 "Get in touch, get in touch with249 and let me know if they got all members

accounted for."
I9:.5I:28 "All members are accounted for."
19:51:30 "MAYDAY, MAYDAY. 41 Battalion. I'm in the fire apartment operating with

234. . .that missing member from 249."
19:51:40 "Can to. . . "
I9:5I:42 "...repeat that John."
19:.51:43 "...on the fire floor, come to the, come to the stairway."
19:51:48 "113 I rons to  113."
19:51:52 "IL3."
19:51:53 "We're at the bottom of the stairs on the 13th floor."
l9:51:56 "10-4."
19:51:58 "Command to Battalion 41. Command to Battalion 41."
19:52:05 "Battalion 38 to..."
19:52:05 "...on the 13th."
19:52:O6 "...proceed."
19:52:06 "41to Command."
19:52:08 "41, that's the Officer that's down here, it's the Officer. I need a Roll Call for the

24g.r,  

J LUV Vrr lvvl  Llr4!  o uvwlr l rvrv,  rL J Llrv vlrrwvl.  l  uvvs s l \v l l  v4tr  tvr ruv 
I

19:52:14 " . . .3J . . . "
l9:52:I5 "IO-4. 4l to 249, everybody stay off the radio, 4L to 249."
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l9,52.2I "This is Battalion 38 for 249. AII of their members are accounted for except for
the Officer who went down with EMS."

a l9:52:3I "Command 10-4. Command to, ah, the 38. Listen, I'm sending up 157 and I20.
157 andl2O;'

19:.52:39 "...come down stairs."
I9:52:4I *lO-4;'

L9:52:42 "37 to Battalion 38."

O 19:52:43 "41to Command."
19:52:45 " . ..41, go 41."
19:52:47 "Alright, they got water on the fire."
19:52:50 "...to Engine 249 Control."
l9:52:5I "I don't have a complete roll call, ah, yet, but I think they got everybody except

a 
one member. The Officer was taken out unconscious."

19:52:59 "Battalion 38 says that they have all members from249 accounted for and the
Officer has been removed by EMS, K."

19:53:08 "38 to 37, go."
19:53:10 "Ah, could you give me confirmation that the Control Man from 249 is, is

found?"
O 19:53:16 "All members of 249 areaccounted for."

19:53:19 ul}-4;'

I9:.53:2I "Hey Ronnie, are you, ah, down on the fire floor?"
19:53:26 "38 to .. .41."
19:53:29 "Go ahead 38."

O 19:53:31 "Alright, I'm on the floor below here if you need relief, you need companies to
relieve."

t 19:53:31 "I'm just going to wait till it settles down, the fire's been knocked down."
19:53:41 "123 to OV, floor below forthwith."
19:53:42 "Trying to get a roll call."

a 19:53:45 "Battalion 44 to Command."
19:53:47 "Go 44."
19:53:51 "Battalion 44 to Command."
19:53:53 "Go 44, Command to 44, come in with your message."
19:53:57 "I have the Command Post Radio on the fire floor. switch over to the Command

O Channel."
I9:54:O4 "113 to Command."
I9:54:O7 "OV to I32."
19:54:09 "We need the elevator on the floor below."
19:54:14 "Battalion 38 to Command."

a 19:54:18 "Hey Lieu, the elevators are f_ _ _ing up."
19:54:,20 "4I to 38. hold on one second. 41 to Command."
19:54:26 "41to Command."
19:54:33 *4I to 38."
19:54:34 "38, go."
19:54:36 "Alright, I got no members of 249 in the fire apartment. Can you go, can you find

t out iflhey're all accounted for. The Officer was taken out unconscious. That's
the only guy that, ah, we have a problem with right now."

19:54:47 "All members of 249 are on the floor below. all accounted for."
19:54:52 "Thank vou."
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19:54:55 "248 to 214."
19:55:03 "Battalion 38 to Command."
19:55:06 "Go ahead 38."
19:55:08 "Send me up two Engines and two Trucks to the floor below for relief."
l9:55I4 "You got I57,I20 on their way up. I'm gonna send you two Engines right now."
19:55:18 "10-4. I'm sending249 with their members down stairs right now. They're

on . . . "
19:55:28 "Command to the 38, Command to the 38. You're gonna have235,24O coming

up.235,240; '
19:55:35 "lO-4."
19:55:31 "113 to Can, where are you?"
T9:55:41 "113 Can, I'm on the fire floor landing."
19:55:43 'oCome down stairs to the floor below, by the elevators."
19:55:49 "...toCommand."
19:55:56 "123 FAST Truck to Command."
19:55:59 ".. .4 to Command."
19:56:07 "113 to OV, come down to the floor below."
I9:56:t4 "234 to Command."
19:56:18 "234, go with your message234."
19:56:21 "Main body of fire is knocked down in the fire apartment, ...our guys, ah..."
19:56:.23 "113...I'm coming to the floor below."
19:56:29 "Safety to Alpha."
19:56:33 *132 OY, floor below elevator forthwith."
19:56:35 *IO-4, coming."
19:56:38 "Safety to Alpha."
19:56:46 "Safety Battalion to Alpha."
19:56:51 "Yeah, Doc, do you have your phone with you?"
19:56:53 "Yes."
19:56:54 ".. .what'sup?"
19:56:51 "I'm, ah, still on the floor above. I'm taking up some of my tools. Guys looking

for me down there?"
19:57:.04 "Command to Battalion 41."
19:57:I9 "Mike."
19:57:32 "I23 to Chauffeur."
19:57:36 "Chauffeur."
19:57:37 "Where are you guys located?"
19:51:40 "'We're on the fire floor in front of the apartment."
19:51:43 "Alright, ah, stay right where you are."
19:57:47 "Command to Battalion 41."
19:57:50 "Go ahead Command."
l9:57:5I "Are you still on the fire floor, K?"
19:57:54 "fn the fire apartment operating with 234,111. Primaries negative."
19,57,59 "What's the status of the fire, K? You got water on it?"
19:58:06 "Battalion 44 to Command."
19:58:09 "Go ahead 44."
19:58:11 "We're trying to get the Command Channel activated. Have somebody down

there get the Command Channel going so we can speak. I'm on the fire, I'm on

a
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19:58 :31
19:58:34
19:58:40
19:58:46
t9:58:41
19:58:41
l9 :58 :51
19:58:52
19:58:54
19:58:55

19,59:09
19:59:13
19:59 :18

the floor below...the companies here with me. 113 is on their way down now, ah,
I'm trying to locate 113's Roof. He's not missing, he's on the floor above."
"113 Roof is downstairs in the lobby."
"OK, l0-4. That means I13's out of the building. 249 should be out as well."
"Command to Battalion 44. We got that Command Channel operating, K."
"10-4."
"Battal ion 38..."
"Hey Frank, come down below. Andre, come down below."
"Who's calling the 44?"
"38 Battalion."
"Go ahead."
"Alright, I'm up on the fire floor here. I'm looking for the 41. II3,132,I told
them to get all their guys and go ahead down. All the guys of 249 went down.
We're just going to try and sort out the companies up here for relief, alright?"
*10-4. I have 157 and 120 on the floor below."
"OK, I know 235 and2l4 are available too."
"I also have some Ensines down here... "
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